[bookmark: _GoBack]Slowing spread and emergence of AMR through new laws prohibiting over the counter sale of antibiotics and development and implementation of new guidelines on infection prevention and control in healthcare settings- National AMR Strategy implementation – current status

From September 1, 2014 in pharmacy system antibiotics were issued only by prescription. Currently, system of electronic prescriptions is under the pilot, which will become mandatory in two years time and will provide full control of antibiotics check-in and realization.  
National Antimicrobial Resistance Strategy was developed and it will be approved by government in the nearest future.
Legislation on infection control and prevention-related issues has been renewed and issued special decrees.
For example:
· “Approval of nosocomial infection surveillance, prevention, and control regulations”
Ministerial order №01-38/N of September 7, 2015 
· “Approval of technical regulations on disinfection and sterilization in medical, public health, and public facilities” Governmental decree №185 of April 24, 2015
Important improvement was achieved in infection control and prevention within Hepatitis C elimination program in hospitals and dental clinics.
In 2017 it is planned to develop the new guidelines on infection prevention and control and their implementation in healthcare settings.
Over the past few years, important steps were taken in Georgia in regards of antimicrobial resistance: 
· National antimicrobial resistance committee was formed
· Georgia has joined the Central Asian and Eastern European Surveillance of Antimicrobial Resistance (CAESAR) and Baltic Antibiotic Resistance collaborative Network (BARN)
· The European Committee on Antimicrobial Susceptibility Testing (EUCAST) standards were implemented in microbiologic laboratories
· The Sanford Guide to Antimicrobial Therapy has been translated and published into Georgian language
· Postgraduate training modules on rational use of antibiotics and infection control and prevention have been elaborated.
