Proposal for CDC-EASL Session on Georgia HCV Elimination Program 2017
Title: Progress Towards Hepatitis C Elimination in the Country of Georgia 
Background: Georgia, a middle-income Eurasian country, has a high prevalence of hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection (5.4% tested positive for active infection by PCR). With strong stakeholder support, including partnership and technical assistance from U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and commitment from Gilead Sciences to donate direct acting antivirals (DAAs) free of charge, Georgia launched the world’s first HCV Elimination Program on April 28, 2015. This symposium will provide an overview of the program and update the audience on challenges, successes, and priorities for 2017 and beyond to reach the HCV elimination goal set forth by Georgia. 
The below presentations provide an example of the direction and scope of the session. The actual presentations can be adjusted as needed. The proposed speakers have not been contacted.
[bookmark: _GoBack]CDC Co-Chair: Muazzam Nasrullah, MD, MPH, PhD 
EASL Co-Chair: Massimo Colombo, MD
	Title of presentation
	Proposed speaker
	Proposed time

	History and Overview of the HCV Elimination Program 
	David Sergeenko, Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia
	15 minutes

	Q & A
	
	5 minutes

	Burden of HCV and Use of National Seroprevalence Survey Findings for  Developing Effective Screening Programs in Georgia 
	Amiran Gamkrelidze, Georgia National Center for Disease Control and Public Health
	15 minutes

	Q & A
	
	5 minutes

	Progress in HCV Care and Treatment: A Cornerstone of the Elimination Program 


	Tengiz Tsertsvadze, Infectious Diseases, AIDS and Clinical Immunology Research Center, Tbilisi, Georgia
	15 minutes

	Q & A
	
	5 minutes

	The Vital Role of Laboratory and Diagnostic Services
	Jan Drobenuic, U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
	15 minutes

	Q & A
	
	5 minutes

	The Importance of Prevention, Care and Treatment of HCV Among Injection Drug Users 

	Maia Butsashvilli, Neolab, Tbilisi, Georgia  
	15 minutes

	Q & A
	
	5 minutes

	HCV Elimination in Georgia: What Can a Small Eurasian Country Teach the World?  
	Francisco Averhoff,  CDC
	15 minutes

	Q & A 
	
	5 minutes
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