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Epidemiology and especially the applied epidemiology, is a field of study that focuses on the needs of health sectors in low-and middle-income countries. In Georgia, there is a relatively high incidence of infectious diseases, rapidly growing trend of chronic disease cases, and significant challenges in disease prevention and control. As far as the program is primarily designed for the Black Sea region (with the prospect of expansion), teaching material which is focused on regional needs in terms of staff training and capacity-building, looks the most adequate teaching area for this audience.
Advancements in medical science in the detection and treatment of infectious diseases are in a constant race to meet the challenges posed by emerging and re-emerging diseases across the globe. The role of public health work in this effort is to not only prevent disease but also to investigate and study outbreaks to develop improved surveillance and management systems for the future. Challenges to this work include geographical, social, and cultural differences across the globe that necessitate different response patterns, tailored to the target population. Developing effective evidence-based public health programs and policies requires public health professionals who are not only trained in public health but also deeply familiar with the challenges and opportunities of the population they serve. Therefore, the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has partnered with the Georgian National Center for Disease Control and Prevention (NCDC) under the Ministry of Health (MoH) to offer a training program that builds this applied epidemiologic capacity for the South Caucasus region including Georgia, Azerbaijan, and Armenia, the South Caucasus Field Epidemiology and Laboratory Training Program (SC-FELTP). The SC-FELTP affords the opportunity of government epidemiologists, laboratorians, veterinarians, and clinicians to develop expertise in applied epidemiology with an emphasis on applying the training they are provided directly to solving public health problems. Graduates of SC-FELTP will provide essential epidemiologic services to national, division, district, and local government health authorities to effectively address public health priorities. 
The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention South Caucasus Office (US CDC SCO) has signed partnership agreements with Ministries of Health and Ministries of Agriculture in Georgia, Azerbaijan, and Armenia. to implement the SC-FELTP program in the South Caucasus region since 2009.
The program provides the necessary academic knowledge and the ability to apply the knowledge in field epidemiology, allow the graduates to work as the leaders in public health and make data-based decisions.
Growth of population on global level, and their rapprochement thanks to modern transport and latest technologies, has resulted in expanded challenges for public health. In our modern era, along with the spread of infectious diseases, it is easier to share the lifestyle among the low and high-income countries, followed by increased incidence of cancer, cardiovascular diseases etc. It is necessary to train epidemiologists in accordance with the increased requirements in public health sphere. Epidemiologists need (along with national priorities) to be aware of the regional threats and, if necessary, to act in concert. The advantage of regional training program is that it contributes to the formation of a continuous network of specialists working in the region, which is the best opportunity for cooperation. Under modern conditions, One Health is booming. One Health recognizes that ecosystems, animals and human health are interconnected, which requires a coordinated and multidisciplinary approach. Sectoral cooperation is of crucial importance in terms of global health. Therefore, the project envisages joint training of specialists engaged in public health and veterinary, and development of skills for multi-sector approaches.
· Describe current field epidemiology capacity in country
Besides university-based public health educational programs, the Field Epidemiology and Laboratory Training Program (FELTP) is established by support of US CDC since 2009 that covers not only Georgia but also South Caucasus regional Countries, Armenia and Azerbaijan.  

· How many trained field epidemiologists are available to support investigations throughout the country?
In Georgia there are total 41 Trained Field Epidemiologists; Out of these 24 are Human Epidemiologist, 7 are Vet Epis, 5 Lab specialists from human side and 5 laboratory specialists from veterinary field.
Besides total 7 specialists both from Vet and Human sides are attending FELTP classes and will graduate in 2016.

· Does each district have field epidemiology capacity?
No, high proportion of field epidemiologists (FELTP graduates) are working at National level, at the NCDC; out of total 29 FELTP graduates from Human side (Epis and Labs), 16 are working at NCDC, Seven persons at other institutions (National Center for Tuberculosis and Lung Diseases and Infectious Diseases, AIDS and Clinical Immunology Research Center, Department of Healthcare at the Ministry Of Health); these institutions are located in Tbilisi (capital city), additional two graduates – at international donor organizations and only rest four graduates are working at regional level, while there are eleven regions and 61 districts in Georgia. 

· Is there an FETP or other standard Field Epidemiology Training Program in country?
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), through its Division of Public Health Systems and Workforce Development (DPHSWD) is taking a comprehensive approach to developing the public healthworkforce and strengthening laboratory and informatics capacity in the SouthCaucasus region (Georgia, Armenia, and Azerbaijan). In 2009, CDC established theSouth Caucasus Field Epidemiology Laboratory Training Program (SC-FELTP), whichis hosted by the Georgia National Center for Disease Control and Public Health(NCDC) based in Tbilisi, Georgia. The program trains and mentors epidemiologists, veterinarians, and laboratory managers from the countries’ Ministries of Health andMinistries of Agriculture. This 2-year competency-based program builds workforcecapacity in human and veterinary field epidemiology, as well as in laboratorymanagement and leadership skills for laboratory managers and scientists
(http://www.cdc.gov/globalhealth/fetp/pdf/DPHSWD_SouthCaucasus). 


· Is there a partnership with other countries in the region to share FETP graduates during emergency events?
South Caucasus FELTP is a regional project; there is a close partnership with Georgian, Azerbaijani and Armenian graduates. National Center for Disease Control and Public Health as well as Agencies of Ministry of Agriculture of Georgia often request support from Azeri or Armenian Graduates of FELTP for Field works in the regions of Georgia populated by Azeri or Armenian population 
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