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From Evidence to Policy and Action:
Harmful Practices of Early/Child Marriage and FGM/C 
Findings and Recommendations of the Qualitative Research in Georgia
Jointly organized by UNFPA within the frames of the UN Joint Programme for Gender Equality and UNICEF
in cooperation with
The Inter-Agency Commission on Gender Equality, Violence against Women and Domestic Violence

April 19, 2018
Rooms Hotel
CONCEPT NOTE
Background
Early/child marriage and female genital mutilation (FGM), as manifestations of gender-based violence, are classified as 'harmful practices' in international human rights instruments; they are carried out on women and girls as part of accepted tradition or cultural practice, by families or communities. They have a major impact on victims, causing physical and psychological harm, and limiting their capacity to participate fully in society or develop and reach their full potential. As a result of crises and conflict, such practices are also reported to be re-emerging or becoming more acute in some areas of the world.
Until recent years, early/child marriage has been notably absent from public rhetoric and policies in Georgia, a country where 14 percent of women marry before the age of 18[footnoteRef:2], constituting one of Europe’s highest rates of early/child marriage. Early/child marriage - defined as a union, whether formal or informal, involving at least one person who is below 18 years of age - is a phenomenon that affects the lives of both girls and boys, but is also gendered since it disproportionately affects the lives of girls in their childhood and adolescent years, with lifelong implications and violations of their rights.  [2:  Georgia Reproductive Health Survey, 2010   - MoLHSA, NCDC&PH, UNFPA, USAID, UNICEF, CDC] 

The FGM was reported in media to be practiced among Avar community in Kakheti region of Georgia (November 2016). This fact called for coordinated and culturally sensitive response, including further research of the practice for tailoring prevention strategies. 
Acknowledging the grave consequence of harmful practices on the development of the country, UNFPA has planned undertaking the research on these issues within the frames of the UN Joint Programme for Gender Equality, funded by Sweden. The partnership has been expanded and the first in Georgia nationwide qualitative research on the harmful practices of Early/Child Marriage and the Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) was undertaken in 2017, in partnership with UNICEF Georgia, in cooperation with the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health and the international research organization - Promundo US. Collecting of the quantitative data has been delegated to the MICS6 in Georgia to be undertaken in 2018. The qualitative research explores local attitudes, beliefs, and practices of the phenomenon as well as examines risk and protective factors, root causes and consequences of the harmful practices of Early/Child Marriage and Female Genital Mutilation (FGM). 
The research instrument, was discussed and validated by the Task Force on the issue of the harmful practices of Early/Child Marriage  and FGM/C (Task Force) established under the auspices of the Inter-Agency Council Implementing Measures for Elimination of Domestic Violence and the UN Gender Theme Group, coordinated by UNFPA/Georgia. The Task Force has also elaborated the recommendations of the research as presented in the research final report based on the initial recommendations drafted by the research partners. 
The conference aims at dissemination of the findings and recommendations of the qualitative research to shed light to the driving factors of the Early/Child Marriage and FGM/C in Georgia, discuss attitudes towards the phenomenon and its consequences to adolescents/youth, families, communities and the society. The evidence-based policy and operational recommendations will enable the stakeholders to integrate targeted measures and actions for elimination of harmful practices into the relevant policies, strategies and national action plans and allocate resources to implement those, thus, responding to the international Human Right commitments assumed and ensuring sustainable development of the country.


WORKSHOP AGENDA

	10:30 – 11:00
	Registration of participants, welcome coffee

	
11:00 – 11:20
	
Opening remarks
Ms. Sopo Japaridze, Assistant to the Prime Minister on Human Rights and Gender Equality Issues, Chairperson of the Inter-agency Commission on Gender Equality, Violence against Women and Domestic Violence

	
	Ms. Lela Bakradze, Assistant Representative, UNFPA CO Georgia

	
	Ms. Laila Omar Gad, UNICEF Representative in Georgia, UNICEF

	11:20 – 11:50
	Findings of the Research on Harmful Practices of Early /Child Marriage and FGM/C in Georgia
Presented by:
Ms. Lela Shengelia, Head, MCH Division, National Center for Disease Control and Public Health
Facilitated by: 
Ms. Lela Bakradze, Assistant Representative, UNFPA CO Georgia

	11:50 – 12:45
	Recommendations and Discussion
Facilitated by:
Ms. Sopo Japaridze, Assistant to the Prime Minister on Human Rights and Gender Equality Issues, Chairperson of the Inter-Agency Commission on Gender Equality, Violence against Women and Domestic Violence


	12:45
	Coffee, tea, refreshments
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