Talking Points for Deputy Minister
The quality and safety of health of care services is one of the most important challenges for the Georgian health care system. The MOH is carrying out a great number activities in this direction. Activities for control and prevention of infection in medical facilities a #1 priority for the MoH.
Particularly, from 2015 year, National Coordinating Council of Infection Control and Antimicrobial Resistance is operating in Georgia, whose primary activities are to establish recommendation and proposals for infection control system in the medical institutions and to improve the quality of surveillance of infection control in medical institutions. At the same point, from 2016 year, infection control system is being monitored in inpatient medical institutions. At this stage, 66 institutions have already been tested by a two-stage monitoring mechanism in Tbilisi, Kutaisi and Batumi. The new stage of monitoring has already been launched this year, which will cover more than 60 medical institutions. Moreover, the area of geographical coverage of monitoring process is expanding, monitoring will be held in the medical institutions of Marneuli, Rustavi, Zugdidi and Telavi. At the same time, from 2017 year, institutionalization of the monitoring of infectious control measures has been started and implementation of the recommendations given during the monitoring process will considered as a condition for participation in Universal Health Care Program for medical institutions, which will be administered as a third stage of monitoring process by the LEPL – State Regulation Agency For Medical Activities. 
The Ministry with CDC and NCDC, are actively involved in the preparation of new guidelines for infection control. Current guideline was prepared in 2009 year and it needs revision, moreover it does not include the some important topics for infection control (such as disinfection / sterilization, medical waste management). We believe that adoption and implementation of new guidelines will significantly improve prevention and control of infection in medical facilities.
We want to thank CDC for the support in this direction.	
The MoH recognizes that effective IPC practice requires more than revised national guidelines.  Training, supportive supervision, effective monitoring and evaluation are key requirements to move from National Guidelines to effective and consistent IPC practice. We hope that cooperation with CDC will be continued in this direction.
The Ministry intends to establish and develop quality assurance mechanisms gradually. Recently, an amendment of normative act has been adopted, which obliges screening and vaccination for hepatitis (C and B) of the personnel in high-risk medical treatment services. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]We want to underline that establishment of a sustainable and effective system of prevention and control of infection is very important for Georgia. This can be achieved by joint efforts of medical institution management, healthcare professionals, IPC personnel and the MoH. We believe, that cooperation with CDC will support formation and functioning of this system. 
