[bookmark: _GoBack]IPC is a cross –cutting capacity that forms the foundation of safe, effective and quality healthcare delivery.  Standardized IPC practices protect patients and healthcare workers alike from unnecessary exposures and transmission of infectious diseases.  The MoLHSA is demonstrating commitment to improving health outcomes of patients and safety of heath care workers by prioritizing the development of updated National IPC Guidelines as well as systems to support training, monitoring, and evaluation of IPC implementation.  For an IPC system to work effectively, commitment is required at all levels.  While the Ministry has its role in policy setting, training and monitoring… IPC implementation and practice is the work of each healthcare worker and healthcare manager, making decisions on how to prioritize limited time and resources.  What we know is that well-functioning IPC systems put the patient and the healthcare workers safety first.  The Centers for Disease Control is proud to partner with the MoLHSA, the National CDC of Georgia, WHO, and professional associates to move IPC from an ideal to a daily reality in every health facility in Georgia.  Despite many challenges and barriers, the nation of Georgia continues to push is healthcare system forward to meet international standards of best practice.  The work to improve IPC has already begun and today offers an excellent opportunity for stakeholders to appreciate the progress made to date and confirm commitment to reducing un necessary infections and complications through effective infection prevention and control practices.  I’d like to thank each of the health facilities who participated in the IPC Facility Assessments as well as the assessors and technical advisors who made the assessment possible.  The data collected is invaluable to guiding the next steps for IPC implementation.  I look forward to a productive meeting. 
