On behalf of the  Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia I would like to express my most sincere gratitude to the United Nations Children's Fund, the United Nations Population Fund, the World Bank, the Swedish International Development Agency and all other stake holders  for provided support in in conduction of Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) in Georgia.
[bookmark: _GoBack]MICS as one of the largest international household survey is an important tool to ensure the assessment of situation of households, especially children and women. As part of the global effort to further develop national capacities to generate and analyse high quality and disaggregated data, UNICEF launched the sixth round of MICS in October 2016 – specifically designed to meet policy-makers’ needs in the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) era. Its highly appreciated that Georgia will be among those countries where the Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS) will be conducted by significant support of the  United Nations Children's Fund.   
MICS generates sizable amount of health indicators not available from other sources. Thus, MICS data is of vital importance to the  the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia to ensure evidence based policy making in the field of health care and better reflection of public health needs in the state programs.  
MICS in Georgia has an important environment component, including household energy use, water quality testing, and lead prevalence among children. The Survey results will be further disaggregated by age, gender, ethnicity, urban/rural and other covariates.
We are especially interested in children lead blood module of MICS which will determine the prevalence of lead as well as help pinpoint locations of possible contamination. 
As you know lead is one of the most dangerous metals for human health. Exposure of pregnant women can cause miscarriage, stillbirth, premature birth and other malformations. While, the exposure of children can range from learning disabilities and behavioral problems to profound and permanent health issues. 
As timely diagnosis is paramount for treatment, knowing the prevalence and locations of possible contamination will allow to come up with adequate response. Including, development of risk based protocols and guidelines on lead treatment and prevent deleterious consequences for many families and to the public.  
The survey will provide evidence based information on the scale of the problem and will help in developing the relevant preventive measures and other interventions at the level of the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs and the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health. Including, development of risk based protocols and guidelines on lead treatment and prevent deleterious consequences for many families and to the public.
I would like to thank you once again for the possibility of conducting such an important survey in Georgia, which will help us to make evidence based decision.

