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Background
Georgia is high hepatitis C (HCV) prevalence country. According to the latest nationwide seroprevalence study conducted in 2015, 7.7% of the population is anti-HCV antibody positive and 5.4% has chronic hepatitis C infection. Since the launch of the National HCV Elimination Program in 2015, the country of Georgia has stepped up its efforts to achieve the goals of the National HCV Strategy and identify 90% of the HCV infected population by 2020. Therefore, screening campaigns became massive and rigorous in the country, with the active involvement from public and private organizations. Over 800 sites provide HCV screening across the country free-of-charge, following the National HCV Screening Protocol approved by the Ministry of Health. Full coverage is achieved among blood donors, pregnant women, hospitalized patients and military recruits.
Methods
This analysis was prepared based on the data from the unified electronic HCV screening database, which is being used by all screening provider sites. The database is administered by the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health and it captures information of each HCV screening performed in the country. We looked at the numbers of screened individuals by different populations, as well as positivity rates among them.
Results
Since the launch of the Elimination Program in April 2015 through April 2018, more than 1.2 million individuals have been screened on HCV, with the overall positivity rate – 9%. Positivity rates vary through the population groups, with the lowest rate among pregnant women (0.5%) to the highest prevalence in state opioid-substitution therapy beneficiaries (91.3%) (Figure 1). Infection is also highly prevalent in people with hemophilia (62.5%) and people living with HIV (39.7%).
Conclusion
More than one third of the adult population has been screened in Georgia and about half of estimated number of anti-HCV positive adult population were identified. Although, to reach the national strategy goals, it is required to increase screening coverage and reach the people who have never been tested, as well as raise awareness among population and improve infection control in medical and non-medical facilities to prevent transmission and reduce the number of new infections.
Figure 1. HCV screening in different population groups (April 2015 – April 2018)
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