Distinguished audience,
On behalf of the  Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia I would like to express my most sincere gratitude to the United Nations Children's Fund, the United Nations Population Fund, the World Bank, the Swedish International Development Agency and all other stake holders  for provided support in conduction of Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) in Georgia.
Let me congratulate with the significant amount of work done and once again articulate the importance of the endeavor for the country as the MICS generated sizable amount of health indicators not available from other sources. Thus, MICS data is of vital importance to the  the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia to ensure evidence based policy making in the field of health care and better reflection of public health needs in the state programs. I would like to articulate our interest towards lead blood module of MICS which will determine the prevalence of lead as well as help pinpoint locations of possible contamination. 
As you are aware lead is one of the most dangerous metals for human health. WHO has identified lead as 1 of 10 chemicals of major public health concern, requiring an action by Governments. Our interest to lead prevalence is grounded on the fact that this metal is a cumulative toxicant and its’ exposure of pregnant women can cause miscarriage, stillbirth, premature birth and other malformations. While, the exposure of children can range from learning disabilities and behavioral problems to profound and permanent health issues. Having said that, we would like to articulate that the evidence derived knowing through the MICS on the lead prevalence and locations of possible contamination will allow us to come up with adequate response strategies including, development of risk based protocols and guidelines on lead treatment to prevent the related public health issues with the overarching aim of realizing “the highest attainable standards of health as a fundamental right of every human being”. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I would like to thank you once again for the possibility of conducting such an important survey in Georgia, which will help us to make evidence based decisions.
