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Excellencies, 
With this letter we have the pleasure to inform you about the Georgia’s candidature of Dr. Nata Menabde to the post of the Regional Director for the European Region of the World Health Organization (WHO) and solicit your valuable support in the elections to be held during the 69th  Session of the WHO Regional Committee for Europe, in Copenhagen on 16-19 September 2019.
The decision on this nomination has been made in recognition of Dr. Nata Menabde’s professional competences and more than 30 years (of which 25 years at international level, including 15 years in the WHO European Region) of comprehensive experience in the field of global health. Dr. Menabde has worked as researcher, expert, manager and leader in national and international institutions and has led significant accomplishments, while maintaining the integrity and independence of the WHO’s scientific and evidence-based advice.
Her unique experience is routed in both East and West of Europe, in Asia, and most recently at the United Nations Headquarters in New York. Dr. Menabde’s professional accomplishments expand from spearheading effective humanitarian operations and modern pharmaceutical regulations in Georgia to her current position as Executive Director of the WHO Office at the United Nations, New York, where she leads WHO’s engagement with the UN system and other stakeholders to anchor health in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. In this position Dr. Menabde has strengthened WHO's effectiveness and health leadership role in the UN humanitarian system and mobilized multisectoral partnerships to advance governance of global priorities such as universal health coverage, global health security, disaster preparedness and crises response, noncommunicable diseases, antimicrobial resistance, tuberculosis, nutrition, and others.
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For her outstanding contribution to health development in Georgia, Dr. Menabde is awarded with a highest national award in the field of health. During 2006-2010, she served as a Deputy Regional Director at the World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe and among other initiatives, has successfully guided the Region’s work on strengthening health systems, which culminated in the development and adoption of the European Tallinn Charter: Health Systems for Health and Wealth, a decade ago. 
During her tenure as the Head of Mission and WHO Representative to India, she led a large team - thousands of dedicated professionals across India - supporting the Government’s efforts in tackling health and health system challenges.  Most notably, her leadership during this period saw one of the biggest achievements in public health, India’s eradication of polio and saving lives from vaccine preventable diseases, promoting universal health coverage for sustainable development and combating tuberculosis, amongst others.
Dr. Menabde has a comprehensive knowledge of WHO, where she has tenaciously promoted strategic and results-based work, in partnership with a broad range of stakeholders. Dr. Menabde understands well the needs of Member States – WHO’s constituency - and has led significant accomplishments and quest for improvements in various aspects of public health in different WHO Regions and at all three levels of the Organization – country, regional and global -  based on WHO’s values of equity, solidarity, respect, justice, inclusiveness and participation.
We believe Dr. Menabde has the necessary breadth and depth of professional, academic, managerial, diplomatic qualifications and experience, and thereby meets all the criteria decided upon by the WHO Regional Committee for Europe for this important position. Stemming from the above-mentioned, we are convinced that Dr. Nata Menabde’s commitment and vision and her outstanding personal and professional qualities, will enable her to successfully fulfill the challenging duties of the Regional Director of the European Region and effectively contribute to realization of the WHO’s mission, whilst upholding the values of the Organization for the benefit of the WHO family.
Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of our highest consideration. 
Yours sincerely,


	      David Zalkaliani
	                                   David Sergeenko



