
We highly appreciate that the Czech Development Agency (CzDA) is interested in the field of healthcare and more specifically issues related to Non-communicable diseases as they are unfortunately prevalent diseases and carry a heavy burden for the country population and individual families. Each project implemented in the field with the CzDA support (child cancer care, leukemia, ensuring continuum of radiotherapy at Universal Medical Center) is valuable.
Should be underlined the Czech Development Agency supported projects on founding screening center in Zugdidi which aims at increasing accessibility to State Cancer Screening Programs and education of family doctors in oncology. These projects directly respond to current needs and priorities of Georgian healthcare system; namely, engagement of primary health professionals in the cancer care is one of the directions of the National Cancer Control Strategy elaborated by NCDC. This project also is in line with the objectives of the Ministry of Labour, health and Social Affairs of Georgia - to strengthen the role and functions of primary healthcare sector in healthcare system. NCDC is highly assessing its scope and quality of delivered training courses in Tbilisi, Samegrelo-Upper Svaneti and Guria. 
In addition, in 2017 by the agency was supported “study on the present status and further development expectations in functioning of the Cancer Registry within the NCDC”. This study was the first step in validation of cancer registry data. The population-based cancer registry was implemented in Georgia in 2015, it gives possibility to have more complete and accurate data on cancer incidence, but to maintain high quality of cancer data - to identify and eliminate limitations - it needs regular evaluation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Considering the priorities described above we are looking forward to the opportunity to replicate training course in other regions of Georgia; particularly, through enhancing knowledge of primary health professionals about cancer and other non-communicable diseases, developing related on-line training course on cancer management for PHC workers, engaging public health specialists more intensively in the educational activities, upgrading functions and competence of family doctors with regard to oncology, and improving operation of cancer registry. 
Finally, I would like to share our interest in extending this significant cooperation in the future through more intensive exchange of experiences and knowledge from Czech Republic.
