
ladies and gentlemen,
Thank you for convening today’s workshop. It is my pleasure to participate in this gathering, which is dedicated to promote human health and well-being of population within the Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation. 
I would like to take this opportunity and express my deep gratitude to the Asian Development Bank for their support rendered to our country over the years.
[bookmark: _GoBack]CAREC platform will provide significant opportunity to the member countries to take steps towards achieving the UN Sustainable Development Goals, as it summarizes Achievements and Challenges of Health Systems in the Region, provides recommendations and highlights the needs and opportunities for health cooperation under the CAREC Program.
The rapidly spread COVID-19 pandemic once again underlined the importance of standing together, collaborating and supporting each other. 
The first cases of COVID-19 in Georgia were confirmed on February 26. To mitigate COVID-19, the Government of Georgia has taken early steps. From the beginning of the pandemic, the decisions taken by the Georgian Government considered necessary steps to prevent the spread of the virus as well as to reduce the negative impact of the epidemic on the citizens, socially vulnerable families, people with severe disabilities and children with disabilities.
Georgia has been a successful case in COVID-19 response across the WHO European Region, however in order to maintain the current success it requires additional substantial financial support from various donors.
The Ministry of IDPs from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia expresses special gratitude to all international partners for their efforts and support rendered to the Ministry to efficiently respond to COVID-19 pandemic. Along with other donors, the Asian Development Bank supports Georgia Emergency COVID-19 Response Project with overall objective to prevent, detect, and respond to the threat posed by the COVID-19 pandemic and strengthen national systems for public health preparedness in Georgia.
The Ministry of Health has developed an action plan for capacity building of the health sector and emergency preparedness during the subsequent waves of COVID-19.
I hope that through consolidated efforts we will be able to successfully overcome challenges related to  COVID-19.
Thanks for your attention




