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Introduction

In April 2016, The Government of Georgia and the company "Gilead" signed a long-term agreement on the continuous provision for zero price of the new generation of hepatitis C medicines by Gilead Science Inc., until the elimination of hepatitis C in Georgia.
In August 2016, a long-term strategy for elimination of hepatitis C (2016-2020) was developed to achieve the ultimate goal of eliminating the hepatitis C. Strategy sets forth the following targets, to be reached by 2020: 

· 90% of HCV infected persons will be tested for their infection,

· 95% of people with chronic infection will receive treatment, and 

· 95% of persons receiving treatment will be cured of HCV 

This report reflects the Hep C elimination program progress in February 2020. The report was prepared by the Ministry of IDPs from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia in collaboration with the National Center for Disease Control and Prevention. 
1 Statistics 
1.1 Georgia Hepatitis C Elimination Program Care Cascade, April 28, 2015 – February 29,  2020
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Positive Anti-HCV Test (Total)* 130,145

§ 965%
Positive Anti-HCV Test (Tx eligible)** 125,581

§ 50.4%
ET——————
§ 815%
¥ 78.1%
[ —

§ 93.5%
Completed 21 Round of Treatment 60,971
¥ 5a.0%
Eligiblefor SVR Testing 57,336
3§ 75.8%
retcarorsn YT
§ o3.8%
Cured*++ 42,916

* Among persons with national ID number; ** Age 2 12 with no mortality data prior to confirmation
=+= Per-protocal, ncludes retreatments. Among 43,840 persons tested after their 1 round of treatment, 42,233 (36.3%) achieved SVR

(Inclucing 52.35% for SOF based regimens, 35.2% for SOF/LED regimens, and 95, 3% for SOF/VEL regimens). 1,575 persons were retreated with a 2° round of treatment,
with 945% (770/815) of those tested achieving SVR. Overall SV by Intention-to-Treat analysis: 73 6%





2 Update on programmatic activities
2.1 Information about screening activities 
 Total number of registered screening is 3 732 410
  Total number of positive screening among the registered ones is 177 774 (4.76%)
  Distribution by age and gender among the positive screenings (figures 1 and 2):

2.2. Figure 1. Number of Individuals screened on Hep C and confirmed with the disease per age categories, April 28, 2015 – February 29, 2020
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2.2 Figure 2: Number of individuals screened and found positive on Hep C per gender, April 28, 2015 – February 29, 2020
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2.3 Information about drugs (April 28, 2015 – February 29, 2020)
Total number of disbursed Sovaldi bottles: 39 478

Sovaldi bottles delivered to service Providers:  34 586
Sovaldi bottles donated to the Republic of Belarus: 1 500
Sovaldi bottles donated to the Republic of Armenia: 3 000
Sovaldi bottles remaining in central stock: 393 (validity period is expired, since sovaldi regimens are almost no longer used for treatment in practice)
Total number of disbursed Harvoni bottles: 173 440 
Harvoni bottles delivered to service Providers:   166 294
Harvoni bottles remaining in central stock: 9 (+7137 expired as of April 30th , 2018) 
      Total number of disbursed Epclusa bottles: 10 976
Epclusa bottles delivered to service Providers:  10 976
Epclusa bottles remaining in central stock:  0
      Total number of disbursed MyHepAll bottles: 9336
MyHepAll bottles delivered to service Providers:  6801
MyHepAll bottles remaining in central stock:  2535
2.4   Information about Elimination Program Data Management System
· New Regimes for new medication - MyHep All have been added
· Pursuant to the amendments to the Hepatitis C State Program related to the "Primary health care institutions", some changes have been made in 
· Elimination system on FIB4  results and future medical researches 

· Technical support of screening “STOP C” and Hepatitis C treatment systems is ongoing.
2.5 Other Activities
March Workshop 

The 7th annual National Hepatitis C Elimination workshop will be held on March 17-18, 2020 in Tbilisi, at the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health. Priority topics will include:

· Lessons learned and gaps identified (with emphasis on all components of strategy);

· Development of the 2021-2025 strategic plan for hepatitis C elimination;

· Inclusion of Hepatitis B;

· Integration into the Universal Health Care Program.

The participants of the workshop will include representatives from the MoLHSA, NCDC, public health specialists, epidemiologists, clinicians, hepatitis C treatment provider centers, local experts from governmental sector, non-governmental organizations, international experts from WHO, US CDC, CDC Georgia country office, EASL-International Liver Foundation (EASL-ILF), and FIND.

EASL-ILF will provide financial support to organize the above-mentioned workshop.  

CDC together with NCDC has worked on the agenda and after approval, it will be distributed with participants.

The website of the Georgia Centre of Excellence

As a part of the EASL – International Liver Foundation Centre of Excellence grant, a website of the Georgia Centre of Excellence in Hepatitis Elimination is under development. The website will be finalized soon and can be demonstrated at the March workshop. Here is the link: https://coe.websitestage.co.uk/
Scientific committee meeting

The 27th Hepatitis C Elimination Program Scientific Committee Meeting was held on February 26, 2020. 

Program updates on different projects were presented, including: NCDC/FIND Linkage of anti-HCV positive persons to HCV care and treatment services project; the Philadelphia study tour report presented by Ministry; GHOST and acute hepatitis sentinel surveillance presented by NCDC; and Neolab clinic presented updates on their ongoing projects.

A new proposal was presented by NCDC on Sub-analysis of the 2015 national seroprevalence survey data for Tbilisi population. 
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