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Introduction

In April 2016, The Government of Georgia and the company "Gilead" signed a long-term agreement on the continuous provision for zero price of the new generation of hepatitis C medicines by Gilead Science Inc., until the elimination of hepatitis C in Georgia.
In August 2016, a long-term strategy for elimination of hepatitis C (2016-2020) was developed to achieve the ultimate goal of eliminating the hepatitis C. Strategy sets forth the following targets, to be reached by 2020: 

· 90% of HCV infected persons will be tested for their infection,

· 95% of people with chronic infection will receive treatment, and 

· 95% of persons receiving treatment will be cured of HCV 

This report reflects the Hep C elimination program progress in March 2020. The report was prepared by the Ministry of IDPs from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia in collaboration with the National Center for Disease Control and Prevention. 
1 Statistics 
1.1 Georgia Hepatitis C Elimination Program Care Cascade, April 28, 2015 – March 31,  2020
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Positive Anti-HCV Test (Total)*

§ 96.4%
§ 80.4%
§ 80.8%
Posive o Cuent HCV nfecton

§ 79.2%
v

§ 91.0%

Completed 21 Round of Treatment 62,075
¥ 95.9%

Eligible for SVR Testing 59,517
§ 75.8%
§ 98.8%

Cured*** 44,500

* Among persons with national ID number; ** Age 2 12 with no mortality data prior to confirmation

*+* per-protocol, includes retreatments. Among 45,451 persons tested after their 1% round of treatment, 43,817 (96.4%) achieved SVR

(Including 82.3% for SOF-based regimens, 58.2% for SOF/LED regimens, and 98.5% for SOF/VEL regimens). 1,637 persons were retreated with a 20 round of treatment,
with 94.2% (824/875) of those tested achieving SVR. Overall SVR by Intention-to-Treat analysis: 73.7%





2 Update on programmatic activities
2.1 Information about screening activities 
 Total number of registered screening is 3 791 001
  Total number of positive screening among the registered ones is 178 590 (4.71%)
  Distribution by age and gender among the positive screenings (figures 1 and 2):

2.2. Figure 1. Number of Individuals screened on Hep C and confirmed with the disease per age categories, April 28, 2015 – March 31, 2020
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2.2 Figure 2: Number of individuals screened and found positive on Hep C per gender, April 28, 2015 – March 31, 2020
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2.3 Information about drugs (April 28, 2015 – March 31, 2020)
Total number of disbursed Sovaldi bottles: 39 478

Sovaldi bottles delivered to service Providers:  34 586
Sovaldi bottles donated to the Republic of Belarus: 1 500
Sovaldi bottles donated to the Republic of Armenia: 3 000
Sovaldi bottles remaining in central stock: 393 (validity period is expired, since sovaldi regimens are almost no longer used for treatment in practice)
Total number of disbursed Harvoni bottles: 173 440 
Harvoni bottles delivered to service Providers:  166 294
Harvoni bottles remaining in central stock: 9 (+7137 expired as of April 30th , 2018) 
      Total number of disbursed Epclusa bottles: 10 976
Epclusa bottles delivered to service Providers:  10 976
Epclusa bottles remaining in central stock:  0
      Total number of disbursed MyHepAll bottles: 9336
MyHepAll bottles delivered to service Providers:  9262
MyHepAll bottles remaining in central stock:  74
2.4   Information about Elimination Program Data Management System
· Technical support of screening “STOP C” and Hepatitis C treatment systems is ongoing.
2.5 Other Activities
Postponed events

Due to the evolving situation around COVID-19 and the impact on travel, including restrictions, it was agreed to reschedule the Spring Workshop this year (which was planned to be held on March 17-18, 2020). The new dates will be decided by the Ministry and NCDC and is tentatively scheduled for late July, close to World Hepatitis day. Local CDC office will assist in planning, coordination, preparation and logistics associated with the Workshop.

Also, given the ongoing developments with COVID-19, EASL has postponed the International Liver Congress (ILC 2020) that was scheduled for April 15-19, 2020 in London. The conference has been rescheduled for August 25-28, 2020 in London at the same venue. 

Publications

The CDC team is working with local international stakeholders on several publications.

Submitted to Journals:

1. Screening and Linkage to Care among Hepatitis C Virus-Infected Hospitalized Patients in Georgia: Results from a Nationwide Hospital Screening Program - Shaun Shadaker – Submitted.
2. High sustained viral response among HCV genotype 3 patients with advanced liver fibrosis – real-world data of HCV elimination program in Georgia – Maia Butsashvili – Submitted. 

3. Blood transfusion safety in the country of Georgia: collateral benefit from a national hepatitis C elimination program – Evan Bloch – Submitted.
Submitted to CDC clearance

4. The burden and epidemiology of Hepatitis B and hepatitis D in Georgia – Shaun Shadaker/Ana Kasradze.
5. Integration of hepatitis C treatment at harm reduction centers in Georgia—Findings from a patient satisfaction survey – Maia Butsashvili.
Drafts available 

6. HCV Genotypes – serosurvey based manuscript – Davit Baliashvili.
7. Economic Evaluation of the hepatitis C virus screening and treatment program in Georgia – Irina Tskhomelidze/Josephine Walker.
8. Barriers of linkage to HCV care among people who inject drugs in Georgia – Maia Butsashvili.
9. Real World Laboratory Data on Using HCV Core Antigen Assay as Part of the Georgia National Hepatitis C Elimination Program – NCDC/Tatia Kuchuloria.
10. Simplified Diagnostics for Hepatitis C Elimination – Real-world data from the Republic of Georgia - Jan Drobeniuc.
11. Blood bank HCV manuscript – Evan Bloch/Muazzam Nasrullah.
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