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Introduction

In April 2016, The Government of Georgia and the company "Gilead" signed a long-term agreement on the continuous provision for zero price of the new generation of hepatitis C medicines by Gilead Science Inc., until the elimination of hepatitis C in Georgia.
In August 2016, a long-term strategy for elimination of hepatitis C (2016-2020) was developed to achieve the ultimate goal of eliminating the hepatitis C. Strategy sets forth the following targets, to be reached by 2020: 

· 90% of HCV infected persons will be tested for their infection,

· 95% of people with chronic infection will receive treatment, and 

· 95% of persons receiving treatment will be cured of HCV 

This report reflects the Hep C elimination program progress in May 2020. The report was prepared by the Ministry of IDPs from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia in collaboration with the National Center for Disease Control and Prevention. 
1 Statistics 
1.1 Georgia Hepatitis C Elimination Program Care Cascade, April 28, 2015 – May 31,  2020
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Positive Anti-HCV Test (Total)* 133,828
§ 96.4%

Positive Anti-HCV Test (Tx eligible)**

§ 80.4%
Tested for HCV RNA or Core Antigen 107,782

3 80.7%

for Current HCV Infection 86,991
§ 79.8%

Initiated HCV Treatment 69,444
§ 939%

Posi

Completed 21 Round of Treatment

¥ 95.0%
Eligible for SVR Testing 61,894

§ 75.1%
Tested for SVR 46,480

§ 98.8%

Cured***

* Among persons with national ID number; ** Age 2 12 with no mortality data prior to confirmation

=++ per-protocol, includes retreatments. Among 46,834 persons tested after their 1% round of treatment, 44,357 (96.5%) achieved SVR

(Including 82.3% for SOF-based regimens, 58.2% for SOF/LED regimens, and 98.6% for SOF/VEL regimens). 1,673 persons were retreated with a 20 round of treatment,
with 94.3% (854/906) of those tested achieving SVR. Overall SVR by Intention-to-Treat analysis:





2 Update on programmatic activities
2.1 Information about screening activities 
 Total number of registered screening is  3 911 842
  Total number of positive screening among the registered ones is 180 363 (4.61%)
  Distribution by age and gender among the positive screenings (figures 1 and 2):

2.2. Figure 1. Number of Individuals screened on Hep C and confirmed with the disease per age categories, April 28, 2015 – May 31, 2020
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2.2 Figure 2: Number of individuals screened and found positive on Hep C per gender, April 28, 2015 – May 31, 2020
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2.3 Information about drugs (April 28, 2015 – May 31, 2020)
Total number of disbursed Sovaldi bottles: 39 478

Sovaldi bottles delivered to service Providers:  34 586
Sovaldi bottles donated to the Republic of Belarus: 1 500
Sovaldi bottles donated to the Republic of Armenia: 3 000
Sovaldi bottles remaining in central stock: 393 (validity period is expired, since sovaldi regimens are almost no longer used for treatment in practice)
Total number of disbursed Harvoni bottles: 173 440 
Harvoni bottles delivered to service Providers:  166 297
Harvoni bottles remaining in central stock: 6 (+7137 expired as of April 30th , 2018) 
      Total number of disbursed Epclusa bottles: 10 976
Epclusa bottles delivered to service Providers:  10 976
Epclusa bottles remaining in central stock:  0
      Total number of disbursed MyHepAll bottles: 24 003
MyHepAll bottles delivered to service Providers:  16 744 
MyHepAll bottles remaining in central stock:  7259
2.4   Information about Elimination Program Data Management System
· Technical support of screening “STOP C” and Hepatitis C treatment systems is ongoing.
2.5 Other Activities
Strategic Plan for HCV Elimination in Georgia 2015-2020

The local CDC team is actively involved in elaboration process of the Strategic Plan for HCV Elimination in Georgia 2015-2020 and provides support to Georgia to develop updated Strategy or Implementation Plan for the Elimination of Hepatitis C and B in Georgia 2021-2025. The structure of the template (Promote advocacy, awareness and education, and partnerships for HCV-associated resource mobilization) has been shared and endorsed by the Ministry and NCDC.

Additional working meetings will be convened with participation of the stakeholders in order to clarify/discuss in detail several topics, including: 

· HCV elimination goal won’t be reached by 2020

                -     Recalibration exercise considering 2015 serosurvey prevalence confidence intervals

          -     Targets to be revised

   -      Who will be responsible for revising targets? 
Annual report

Annual report for the HCV Elimination Program is revised and confirmed by the Ministry, NCDC, clinical groups. Printing of the report is planned by June 2020.

MOU with EASLF

The Memorandum of Understanding signed between the EASL International Liver Foundation and the Ministry of IDPs from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia expired on April 12, 2020. Considering ongoing activities under the MoU, the EASL Foundation and the Ministry agreed to renew its validity. 

Mortality Study

CDC is working with NCDC on the study to evaluate the impact on mortality of a national hepatitis C elimination program, Georgia, 2015 - 2019. Preliminary data was presented at the TAG meeting in 2019 cause-specific mortality was not included in that analysis. As a next step, cause-specific mortality will be studied in order to determine liver-related mortality and more analysis for the predictors of mortality is also planned. 
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