· [bookmark: _GoBack]As an outbreak of COVID-19 caused by the novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) started spreading rapidly across the world in end of 2019, the Government of Georgia took early steps to contain the COVID-19 pandemic and mitigate its negative effects on the country’s steady progress in every area of the development, toward improving democracy and wellbeing of its populations. A state of emergency was declared on March 21, 2020, after the first cases of COVID-19 in Georgia were confirmed on February 26, 2020. 

· Remarkably, the World Bank Group did appear in a strong position to uphold its great partnership with the country, and in May 2020, together with the Asian Infrastructure and Investment Bank (AIIB), the prominent international financial institution agreed to support the Georgia Emergency COVID-19 Response Project (US$180) , with overall objective to prevent, detect, and respond to the threat posed by the COVID-19 pandemic and strengthen national systems for public health preparedness in Georgia and provide financial assistance through Temporary Income Support for Poor Households and Vulnerable Individuals. 


· Importantly, Georgia was one of the pioneering countries to accommodate its request for the financial aid under the new invented global framework of the WB COVID – 19 Response Facility. With the Bank’s support, strategic interventions under the Project health and social components have been initiated and ongoing since establishing the PIU (Project Implementation Unit) in June 2020. 


· The targeted health interventions contributed to strengthening health system preparedness for emergency response and crisis management, enhancing capacity of hospital and primary health care settings, and improving the quality of services including diagnostics and treatment provided in the context of COVID-19 pandemic in Georgia. – In every area, the Bank’s investment has been paramount and vital, to ensure that the national health system and specifically, priority public health facilities were capable for addressing dangerous waves of COVID-19 pandemic in Georgia. In total 1 350 000 rapid AG tests, 397 000 rapid AB tests, and 1 060 000 PCR tests were procured, and 7 beneficiary hospitals will be equipped from the project. 

· As per COVID-19 Vaccine National Deployment Plan, which has approved by the Governmental Resolution #67, as of January 21, 2021, Georgia needs approximately 4 million dozes of Covid-19 vaccines to cover 60% of the adult population. IFIs contribution in this regard, has been paramount, since EIB resources is already mobilized for the amount of 1.5 million, and 


· Additional US$34.5 million is requested by the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia,  to finance remaining 2.5 million vaccine doses, by using Additional Financing mechanism and increase the budget of the Emergency COVID-19 Response Project. 


