Talking points on activities implemented against COVID-19 Pandemic


Anti-Crisis Plan of the Government
· From the very first days of the spread of COVID-19 in the world, the Georgian government has begun to fight in two directions - to save the health and lives of citizens and economy. Therefore, all the steps taken by the government are motivated primarily by the fulfillment of the state's commitment to human health and life and the survival of the economy. From the moment of confirmation of the first case of infection in Georgia in February 26th, there is a constant control over the rate of virus reproduction and other epidemiological parameters and all measures of the Government are directed accordingly. Also, in parallel with preventing the spread of the virus, the Georgian government is providing social assistance to citizens, assisting and promoting the economy, and working intensively with international partners to maximize financial flows to minimize the effects of the crisis. 
· To reduce negative impact of COVID pandemic, Georgian government is implementing Anti-Crisis Plan, which envisaged direct financial assistance to various categories of citizens such as: socially vulnerable households, people with severe disabilities, children with disabilities, formal wage workers who lost their job or went on an unpaid leave, self-employees/informal workers who lost their income, children up to 18th years of age,  socially vulnerable students. 
· 39 sectorial recommendations on the prevention of the spread of novel coronavirus (COVID-19) at workplace have been elaborated and are still being developing, based on the economic needs.

Epidemiological situation and healthcare sector readiness to respond COVID-19 

· Currently, COVID-19 positive cases are gradually increasing and response mechanisms have been adjusted to the current epidemiological situation. As of October 2, there are 7093 confirmed novel coronavirus cases (all cases of COVID-19 infection in Georgia were confirmed by PCR testing); 3714 – recovered, 46 - fatal outcome, 5392 - under quarantine and 836 - under hospital supervision. 
· Contact tracing and isolation of possible cases is intensively conducted across the country through epidemiological investigation. 
· To prevent overload of hospitals, COVID positive patients with mild symptoms or asymptomatic are treated at home or at COVID hotels designated as a quarantine spaces. 72 % of patients are asymptomatic and 28 % in a COVID centers. 35 inpatient facilities with 2522 beds are used for Covid cases. Around 33% of mobilized hospital beds are occupied. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Under the state program “Provide diagnosis of Infection (COVID 19) caused with new coronavirus  (SARS-CoV-2)” 26 laboratories perform PCR testing of SARS-CoV-2. The number of testing has been significantly increased and as of today, the average number of daily tested samples by PCR method is 9,000.  The total number of conducted PCR testing is 656 788. Positivity rate 1.08 %.
· More than 4000 health care professionals have been trained during February-September 2020 in early diagnosis and infection control of COVID-19. 
· On 18th of September, Georgia signed Commitment Agreement with Gavi Alliance and Georgia and joined the COVAX Facility to give Georgian citizens the best chance at having access to safe vaccines against COVID19. By doing this, we also make sure health care workers and other high risk persons all over the world have access to these life-saving tools, helping to bring the pandemic under control.

International support
· In parallel with preventing the spread of the virus, the Georgian government worked intensively with international partners to mobilize financial support and minimized the effects of the crisis. From 1st of May, within the World Bank and Asian Infrastructure and Investment Bank Loan Agreement, is implementing Georgia Emergency COVID-19 Response Project, which envisages to prevent, detect, and respond to the threat posed by the COVID-19 pandemic and strengthen national systems for public health preparedness in Georgia. The total budget of the project is 180 mln USD, which is directed for the expansion of COVID-19 diagnostic testing, case management, procurement of PPE, medical and laboratory equipment for some state-owned hospitals. The project also covers medical and social assistance costs related to COVID-19. 
· During the pandemic, Georgian government received significant support/humanitarian aid (PPE, test systems, medical equipment, antiretroviral drugs, expert consultancy, and trainings) from international partners, financial institutions, foreign governments and diplomatic missions to efficiently respond to COVID-19 pandemic. 

