Since 2012, the new Government of Georgia has announced health as the highest political priority. In view of that, the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia (MoLHSA) introduced several important reforms.	Comment by Mariana Mkurnali: Es mgoni agar aris sachiro
The strategies and action plans in the priority directions of the healthcare field were adopted/revised in compliance with the WHO fundamental principles, values, and recommendations and in a line with relevant Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). 
UHC: In 2013, the enacstment of a the Uuniversal Hhealth Ccare program triggered universal coverage of government-sponsored medical care of the population and improveding access to health care services. All citizens are provided with medical care, between them 533,000 thousand individual has private and corporate insurance, while the rest of the population is covered by the Uuniversal Hhealth Ccare program. Universal Hhealth Ccare program covers routine planned outpatient, emergency, outpatient and, inpatient services, and planned surgery, as well as cancer treatment, financial access to some medications for target groups and delivery (basic package).
Since 2013, within the Universal Hhealth Ccare program, have been financed more than 23,2 million cases have been financed that saved to a lot of lives and avoided impoverishment of families. Since 2013, observed increase of the health services utilization has been observed:, in 2015 the number of appeals outpatient per capita amounted to 4.0 (in 2012 - 2.3) and the hospitalization rate per 100 inhabitants increased to 8.0 (2012) to 12.6 (2015).	Comment by Mariana Mkurnali: ???
The joint study of World Bank, World Health Organization and, the US Agency for International Development study (HUES, 2014 BC) showed major achievements of the Uuniversal Hhealth Ccare program: the reduction of unmet needs in short time, increaseing of coverage, increaseding the use of services, reduction of financial barriers. In the publication of European Health Report 2015 of World Health Organization's European Bureau, Universal Health Care Program in Georgia has been recognized as the successful project. 
The government Government of Georgia continues to retain Uuniversal Hhealth Ccare system. From May 2017 to further reform of the UHC program, it was expedient to elaborate new criteria for differentiation of beneficiaries. The main aim of the reform is to develop the approach of “social equity”and to provide services more oriented on needs. The basic object of reform is to provide services more oriented on need and to develop the approach - "social equity". The services package is connected to the income of the population.	Comment by Mariana Mkurnali: 	Comment by Mariana Mkurnali: ????	Comment by Mariana Mkurnali: aim
One of the important milestones is to increase access to medicines for chronic patients. From July 1, 2017 for people with chronic illnesses, who are registered in the unified database of "socially unprotected families" and their rating score is  not exceeding 100 000, have been enacted approved state program for providing medicines for chronic diseases. The program envisages providing patients with number of medicines for cardiovascular chronic illnesses, lung chronic diseases, diabetes (type 2) and thyroid gland diseases. To increase access to medicines for chronic patients in order is another important milestone in an unprecedented From 2015 joint program of the Ministry and the Tbilisi City Hall have been lounched, which includes providing an expensive drugs trastuzumabit (hertseptini) of treatment for HER2 + Receptor positive wWomen with breast cancer. from 2015.	Comment by Mariana Mkurnali: Another important milestone was to increase access to medicines for chronic patients. On July 1, 2017 state program for people with chronic illnesses, who were registered in the unified database of "socially unprotected families" and their rating score was not exceeding 100 000 has been approved, which provided medicines for chronic diseases.

Hepatitis C: achievement of the elimination program and future collaboration: In 2015, Hepatitis C elimination program has launched, with greatest efforts of the Government of Georgia, the US Center for Disease Control and the World Health Organization and with support of the pharmaceutical company "Gilead". The Hepatitis C Elimination Program includes prevention of the disease, diagnostics, financial access to medications (Harvoni, Sofosbuvir, Interpheron and Ribavirin) and monitoring of results. Georgia will become one of the first countries in the world to solve the problem of Hepatitis C.
Over the past several years the Government of Georgia has substantially scaled up its efforts against hepatitis C by implementing the national programs such as free of charge hepatitis C treatment for HIV/HCV co-infected patients, free of charge hepatitis C treatment at the penitentiary system and 60% price reduction on combination therapy by pegilated interferon and ribavirin for the general population.
In 2014 the first concept of hepatitis C elimination in Georgia was developed. The concept was endorsed by the Government of Georgia (GoG) and declared intention of eliminating HCV infection in the country. Memorandum of Understanding between the GoG and US pharmaceutical company Gilead was officially signed in April 2015 which made new medicines Sofosbuvir and fixed-dose combination of Ledipasvir/Sofosbuvir available for the population of Georgia under the State Program, allowing the GoG to put the elimination of HCV in its priority agenda. Long-term elimination strategy for 2016-2020 was approved by the Georgian government in 2016. 

Since 2015 more than 1 million people have been screened for HCV through different programs. As of July, 2017 -  up to 40 000 HCV patients were registered in the treatment program, out of them more then 32 000 patients already completed the treatment, and among those with SVR result available, overall cure rate has reached 95%, whereas for Sofosbuvir/Ledipasvir-based regimens the cure rate was 98%.


Maternal and child health: Increased government funding for maternal and child health and ease of access to the high quality health care services played an important role in the reduction of the number of deaths of mothers and children. Georgia has been able to reach the Millennium Development Goal №4, since in 2015 the mortality rate of children under five was 10.2 per 1000 live birth. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The initiative of starting the perinatal care regionalization process from May 2015 is a significant step forward in strengthening the maternal and newborn health care system, which considers defining the levels of perinatal service providers and their role and responsibilities in order to provide the correct   timing of the correctright patient to a correct medical institution and, if necessary, effective referral. Regionalization will be completed in 2017. The tangible results of the project already are presented - in 2016 the lowest maternal mortality rate the lowest maternal mortality rate has been observed in recent years - 22.9 / 100 000 livebirth.
In order to improve registration of maternal and child mortality and stillbirth, identification and analysis of causes of deaths, was developed the Georgian Birth Registry (GBR) was developed). The system started operating nationwide from 1st of June, 2016. The GBR shall improve the coverage and quality of information and will provide knowledge on the target population health status, antenatal, obstetric care, and causes of impaired health and disease development, quality assurance, planning and management. The GBR wishall also monitor the regionalization of perinatal care by the maternal and neonatal indicators.



