Your Excellency, Dear Colleagues, ladies and Gentlemen,
It is my pleasure to attend this Georgian-German Symposium on Biosafety and Biosecurity on behalf of the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia.

Germany is one of the leading partner countries of Georgia. This year our countries mark the 25th anniversary of the Georgia-German Development Cooperation. As stated by the German Ambassador Heike Peitsch “during these years, Germany contributed around EUR 850 million to Georgia's development, as well as doing much in economic, educational and other important fields. It goes without saying, that one of these important fields is Health care and many successful projects were implemented under the auspice of our German colleagues. 
First of all, I would like to renew to the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany, Bundeswehr Institute of Microbiology, German International Cooperation (GIZ) the assurance of my highest respect and acknowledgments for continuous support, reliable partnership, and fruitful collaboration in the Global Health Security for over the years. 

We are immensely grateful that with the support of German Government significant projects have been implemented, in particular, I would like to underline “German Partnership Program for Excellence in Biological and Health Security". 
Within this Program we were able to introduce effective public health surveillance and reporting mechanisms, build appropriate laboratory and human resource capacity. Georgian healthcare professionals were given an opportunity to be introduced to the German approach of laboratory techniques and methods of field epidemiology by theoretical seminars, practical workshops and trainings.
We are happy that initiated activities under the program will continue in order to further improve quality of laboratory performance at Lugar Centre in accordance with EU standards and strengthen NCDC’s ability to respond to potential biological threat and control current and future disease outbreaks in Georgia.

We reiterate the significance of the experience and support that Germany rendered to our country and believe that our joint collaboration will continue for the successful development of health care field in Georgia.

I wish you the very best in all your endeavors.
