· Addressing the global shortage of, and access to, medicines and vaccines
Georgian Experience
[bookmark: _GoBack]Drugs: The lonching launching of Universal Health Care (UHC)  program in 2013 improved access to the state-funded medical care and universal coverage of health services. Together, with the medical services, provided in the framework of the program (non-emergency outpatient services, emergency outpatient and inpatient services, planned surgery, chemo-, hormono- and radiation therapy), it considers partially subsidization of drugs for the target groups (socially vulnerable people, pensioners, teachers, veterans, 0-5 year-old children, and etc.) by the list of drugs approved by the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia. The list includes cardiovascular, gastrointestinal, respiratory system, allergic, non-steroidal and anti-inflammatory drugs. In the framework of Universal Health Care (UHC) program, all expensive chemo-, radiation and radiotherapy medication costs are also covered.
"Health Utilization and Expenditure Survey" conducted by the World Bank, World Health Organization and Global Fund has shown increase affordability of health services since 2007. Individuals with acute illnesses in the preceding 30 days did not undertake a medical consultation for reasons of cost only in 6.8 percent % of cases in 2017, down from 10.0 percent % in 2014, and 16.7 percent % in 2010. However, the percentage of cases in which medicine was prescribed but not purchased because too expensive has remained relatively high: 9.6 percent % in 2017 and 10.2 percent % in 2014. Therefore, WHO and the World Bank's recommends to  increaseing the range of chronic conditions for which medications will be covered.
Georgian government Government  decided to apply, first, the budgetary resources to subsidize medicines for those chronic diseases that have high prevalence and which also pose big financial burden. The majority of population (80-90%) could not afford the medicines and, in the case of paying, led families to catastrophic expenditures and sometimes to the poverty. 
From July 1, 2017, persons suffering from chronic conditions, who are registered in the unified database of "socially vulnerable families" with the rating score not exceeding 100,000, are eligible for the state program providing drugs for chronic conditions. The program provides patients with selected drugs for chronic cardiovascular diseases, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, diabetes (type 2) and thyroid conditions.
 In 2015, Hepatitis C elimination program has was launched (2015 States Government Decree N169), with greatest efforts of the Government of Georgia, the US Center for Disease Control, the World Health Organization and with support of the pharmaceutical company "Gilead". The decision was made based on high prevalence of hepatitis C (15% of the population) and the high cost of treatment (12-week course of medications exceeds 84 000 US dollars). Harvoni and SoposbuvirSofosbuvir, worse of 1 billion US dollars, is provided free  of charge by the pharmaceutical company through the agreement between the Government of Georgia and Gilead.
Since April 2015, patients with hepatitis C are provided with pre-treatment diagnostics, coverage of diagnostics for monitoring in the process of treatment, and treatment of hepatitis C with the latest generation of expensive medicines (SoposbuvirSofosbuvir, Interferon and Ribavirin).  Since the launch of the program in 2015 through October 31, 2017, 36,012 patients completed the treatment.
In September 2015, the Government started to provide a new generation drug – Bedaquiline for treatment of patients with MDR-TB.
In 2015, state expanded budget to include medicines for thalassemia (cost of annual course of treatment an average of 30,400 GEL) and juvenile arthritis (cost of annual course of treatment an average of 14 000GEL).
Another important milestone in improving access to medicines for chronic patients is a joint program of the Ministry and Tbilisi City Hall of providing an expensive drug trastuzumabi (Herceptin) one-year course for HER2 + Receptor positive to women with breast cancer. Herceptin is included in the World Health Organization's list of essential drugs on the market in 2015. A viable treatment for Patients with HER2 + breast cancer involves a combination of chemotherapy with Herceptin, which reduces the risk of recurrence by 40-50% and increases the effectiveness of treatment and the early cure.
Besides the above, within the framework of public health programs the country's population are provided free of charge special medications and food additives. These include medications for: diabetes, hemophilia, cystic fibrosis, phenilketonuria, Bruton disease, Growth hormone deficient patients who need long-term treatment. Also, the state gives access to needed medicines for organ translpants, drug-addicts and incurable patients. 
Since June 2014, all pregnant women are provided with folic acid and iron, when diagnosed with iron deficiency anemia. Referral program covers the cost for medicines of the individual needs of patients, which are not covered by the other state programs.
Immunization: National Immunization Program (NIP) was launched in Georgia in 1996 with the ultimate Goal to efficiently protect country population from VPDs and ensure the high coverage and quality services according to the global and regional targets. The program is designed to cover:
· Procurement of vaccines for routine immunization
· Procurement of vaccines, serums and immunoglobulin for infectious disease prevention and treatment (yellow fever, rabies, tetanus, botulism, venom viper, malaria)
· Receipt, storage and distribution of immunization supplies, monitoring the needs of the cold chain system. 
Immunization is one of the highest Public Health priorities for the Government of Georgia, the clear confirmation of which is that funding of the program significantly increased past years from 4 mln GEL in 2012 to 16.253 18. 046 mln GEL in 2017 (22.4 mln  in 2018).
Current state immunization calendar covers vaccination against 12 infectious diseases: Tuberculosis, Hepatitis B, Diphtheria, Pertussis, Tetanus, Poliomyelitis, Measles, Mumps, Rubella, Hib, Rota, and Pneumococcal.
According to the WHO recommendations the seasonal influenza vaccination is provided for selected high risk groups of population.                                                                                             

