Talking Points for the Minister of Defence of Georgia H.E. Mr. Irakli Alasania
for the meeting with James Appathurai - Secretary General’s Special Representative to the Caucasus and Central Asia
Dear James, 
It is a pleasure meeting you again here at NATO HQ. Let me stress that your personal input in strengthening NATO-Georgia relations throughout the years has been significant and highly appreciated.
I will once again communicate our Government’s strong will to intensify relations between Georgia and the Alliance, while deeming the existing cooperation mechanisms in the format of NATO-Georgia Commission crucial for successfully advancing in Euro-Atlantic integration process.
Let me use this opportunity and reiterate our readiness to host North Atlantic Council meeting in Tbilisi this summer. We look forward to this visit and believe that it would be an added value to our enhanced cooperation. 
Recently Annual National Programme and PARP documents were positively assessed by the allies and partner nations. By all means, they have proved to be effective mechanisms of planning process and contributed to the successful accomplishment of defence objectives.

In 2013 and beyond, the MoD is dedicated to continue thorough implementation of the assigned defence priorities. The new Minister’s Vision 2013-2014 has been already elaborated and published. The Strategic Defence Review which constitutes a key strategic guidance document for medium-term perspective (2013-2016) is being finalized and envisaged to be approved in March 2013. 

Our main goal is to form modern, well-trained and educated Georgian Armed Forces capable of protecting our country’s security, territorial integrity and sovereignty. Therefore, development of effective Military Education and Human Resource Management systems are crucial and we are dedicated to ensure best use of existing resources and available international assistance to further streamline of the systems. We have also launched and intend to further proceed with social and healthcare packages both for civilian and military personnel. The whole transformation process of the defence system will be guided by the principles of transparency and active civil society engagement in the mentioned process.

I would like to stress that Georgia’s commitment to strengthen Euro-Atlantic security by promoting peace and stability in Afghanistan remains unchanged. Let me hope that by being actively engaged in the ISAF till the end of combat operation and beyond 2014 Georgia is demonstrating its adherence to the Alliance and ensuring peace and stability in Afghanistan and in the region as a whole. 
