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In its European health report 2015 World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe– recognized Universal Healthcare Program as a successful project.
The Health Care Utilization and Expenditure study conducted by the World Bank, World Health Organization and the US Agency for International Development revealed the following main achievements of the Universal Healthcare Program: increased access and utilization of medical services, and reduced financial barriers.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Since 2013 utilization of medical services has been increased and in 2015  number of outpatient admissions per capita made up  - 4.0 (vs 2,3 in 2012 ), while  hospitalization rate per 100 inhabitants increased from 8.0 ( in 2012) to 12.6 (in 2015).
The main objective of the event is to discuss the development trends of the Universal Healthcare Program in Georgia and compare it with the similar programs globally.

During the meeting, the World Bank practice Manager for Health – Enis Baris as well as a senior economist -  Aparnaa Somanathan will present the financial sustainability of UHC in Georgia and lessons learned from UHC program in Turkey and globally.
After the presentations, further discussions will be held about prospective development opportunities and directions of the Georgia Universal Healthcare Program. 
The Policy seminar will be arranged within the framework of the World Bank Health Program Manager’s official visit. The event will be also attended by the Georgian Government officials, World Health Organization, Global Fund  as well as International Organizations and  experts from medical field.

Launched in 2013, Universal Healthcare Program initiated near universal population entitlement to publicly financed health care and increased access to healthcare services. All citizens of Georgia are provided with the medical care services.

Within the Universal Healthcare Program, since 2013 more than 2,4  million cases  have been funded  saving the lives and ensuring support for many households to avoid impoverishment.




