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· Deep appreciation for input in advancing NATO-Georgia defence reforms and active contribution in development of Georgian Armed Forces. Importance of an active practical support provided by the International Staff in achieving Georgia’s major foreign and security priority of joining NATO. 
· Continue implementation of the defence priorities set forth in the short and long-term guiding documents - Minister’s Vision 2013-2014 and Strategic Defence Review (2013-2016).  Great importance attached to the maximum transparency, parliamentary oversight and involvement of the civil society in the course of defence transformation. Main objectives: to form mobile, professional, well trained, properly structured and well-equipped Armed Forces; to fully professionalize the Armed Forces by 2017; develop effective Military Education and Human Resource Management; develop defence capabilities and etc… 
· Georgia’s adherence to pursue the undertaken path of development based on democratic values and principles. Importance of successfully passed presidential elections on 27th of October. Healthy pre-election environment and equal treatment of the presidential candidates widely recognized by the international watchdogs. Free and fair election closely observed by different international organizations, representatives of the Allies and confirmed in one voice.  Free and fairly conducted presidential elections- another step forward to advance our NATO and EU membership ambitions.

· Successful NATO-Georgia partnership based on an effective use of existing partnership tools.  Georgia’s continuous track to implement successfully commitments undertaken under NATO-Georgia documents. Throughout the years NATO Assessment Teams have positively assessed defence reforms in the country. The performance-based approach has moved NATO-Georgia cooperation to higher level Georgia becoming closer to NATO membership.

· Importance of the recent NAC visit to Georgia as reiteration of our enhanced and fruitful cooperation and support expressed by the Alliance to the ongoing reform process in the country.

· Expression of the Georgia’s willingness to host Military Committee in the beginning of 2014. Significance of the MC visit as it represents a unique opportunity for evaluating the post-election state of affairs, assessing the progress achieved on the ground and discussing our contribution to ISAF mission and beyond 2014. 

· Georgia’s offer to the Resolute Support Operation (deployment of up to 750 soldiers, Special Operations Teams, military medical personnel, staff officers and mobile training teams). Support of a secure and stable transit to and from Afghanistan through Georgia. 

· Georgia’s determination to deepen partnership with NATO through participation in NATO’s multinational force. Gratitude for facilitating NAC approval on separate certification process for the Georgian unit to be eligible to participate in NRF 2015. Positive assessment of the NATO advisory team visit from the last September, based on which a concrete training program is being developed. Looking for sponsor nation to support achieving NRF certification in timely manner.
· Heinrich Brauss was appointed Assistant Secretary General for Defence Policy and Planning on 4 October 2013, having joined the International Staff of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) in September 2007 as Deputy Assistant Secretary General for Policy and Planning.

