CDC-EASL Session on Decentralization of HCV Diagnostics, Care and Treatment
Title: Decentralization and Integration of HCV Diagnostics, Care and Treatment Services in Low- and Middle-income countries 
Background: Provision of HCV screening, confirmation, care and treatment services at peripheral non-specialized settings nearer to patients’ homes is critical for achieving HCV elimination goals, globally. Decentralization, such as integrated service delivery at primary care or harm reduction settings, has several advantages, for instance, lessening the wait time at specialized hospitals, reducing transportation cost, and decreasing stigma. This can result in overcoming barriers to access for HCV care and treatment. The symposium will provide key concepts of decentralization and integration of HCV diagnostics, care and treatment. Lessons learned from HIV successful programs, and examples of provision of decentralized HCV testing and treatment services in various settings in low-and middle-income countries will be highlighted.
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	Title of presentation
	Proposed speaker
	Proposed time

	World Health Organization (WHO) good practice principles for simplified service delivery for HCV testing, care and treatment, with lessons learned from HIV
	Philippa Easterbrook, 
World Health Organization, Geneva, Switzerland
	10 minutes

	HCV diagnostics, an essential part of decentralization and integration of care
	Francesco Marinucci,
Foundation for Innovative Diagnostics (FIND), Geneva, Switzerland 
	10 minutes

	Training and capacity building for primary care and harm reduction settings
	Karla Thornton, Project ECHO, Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA
	10 minutes

	Scaling up of HCV services in Punjab, India
	Gagandeep Singh Grover, State Program Officer HCV, Department of Health & Family Welfare, Punjab, Chandigarh, India
	10 minutes

	Progress towards decentralization and integration of HCV services in primary care, hospitals and harm reduction settings in Georgia 
	Dr. Davit Sergeenko, Minister of Labor, Health, and Social Affairs, Tbilisi, Georgia
	15 minutes

	Challenges and opportunities for decentralization of HCV care and treatment services  
	Francisco Averhoff,  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Atlanta, Georgia, USA
	10 minutes

	Q & A / Discussion
	
	25 minutes
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