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THURSDAY 3 MAY 2018 


1.	OPENING OF THE MEETING

Introductory and welcoming address by Mr Christos Giakoumopoulos, Director General, DGI – Directorate General Human Rights and Rule of Law


2. ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT AGENDA AND ORDER OF BUSINESS
	Documents: PECS (2018)OJ1, PECS (2018)OJ1 annotated, Order of business

Action: the Platform is invited to adopt the draft agenda and order of business.

	
Proposed draft decision

The Platform adopted the agenda as it appears in document PECS(2018)OJ1 and the order of business.




 
3.	ELECTIONS 

3.1 Elections of the Chair and Vice-Chair
					 Documents: PECS (2018)2, Resolution CM/Rec (2011)24

The election of the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Platform could take place after the coffee break in the morning. 

Action: the Platform is invited to elect the Chair and Vice-Chair of the PECS

3.2 Appointment of a Rapporteur on Gender Equality

				 Documents: Note on the role of a Gender Equality Rapporteur
 
The Terms of Reference indicate that the Platform shall appoint a Gender Equality Rapporteur from amongst its members for 2018-2019.  

Action: the Platform is invited to appoint a Rapporteur on Gender Equality

	
Proposed draft decision

The Platform:
·  elected Ms/Mr……… as Chair of the PECS and Ms/Mr…. as Vice-Chair for a one year term;

·  appointed Ms/Mr ………….as Rapporteur on Gender Equality.



 

3. DEVELOPMENTS SINCE THE PREVIOUS MEETING OF THE PECS

Document: PECS (2018)8

4.1 Recent Developments In Member States

Complementary topical concise information to the written document on this issue, if particularly relevant for the Platform, will be given by representatives of member States.

4.2 Recent Developments within the Council of Europe

The Secretary will inform the Platform about important developments concerning PECS since its previous meeting in 2017. Complementary topical concise information to the written document on this issue, if particularly relevant for the Platform, will be given by representatives of bodies/committees of the Council of Europe

Action: the Platform is invited to take note of relevant developments in the field of social cohesion / social rights since its previous meeting.


Proposed draft decision 

The Platform took note of the information on developments in the field of social cohesion / social rights since its previous plenary meeting within the Council of Europe.



5. WORKING PROGRAMME 2018-2019

Document: PECS ToR 2018-2019
		
5.1 Outcomes 2016-2017

	Documents: PECS (2017)14rev, PECS (2018)3, (2018)4, PECS (2018)5, PECS (2018)6

On the basis of the outcomes of its previous biennium work – updated in line with the decisions of its 2nd meeting – the Platform will discuss elements to be further developed in 2018-2019.


5.2 Prospective Study 
Document: PECS(2018)1


The Prospective Study will be presented by its author, Prof. Paolo Graziano, and a general discussion will follow the debate, as follows, on the main issues of the Study:

Debate Facilitator: 	Mr Joe Gerada, Advisor, Ministry for Family and Social 				Solidarity (Malta)

· Presentation by Mr Paolo Graziano, Professor, University of Padua (Italy)

· ‘4-Day Workweek’ by Mr Jerzy Ciechański, Department of Economic Analyses and Forecast, Ministry of Family, Labour and Social Policy (Poland)

· ‘Middle Class’ 

· ‘Basic income’ 
		
	‘The Finnish basic income experiment’ by Mr Olli 	Kangas, Director of Government and Community 	Relations, Kela - The Social Insurance Institution of 	Finland

	Parliamentary Assembly’s Resolution (2018) 	2197 ‘The case for a basic citizenship income’ – by    Ms Nunzia Catalfo, Rapporteur 

5.3 Implementation of the Mandate 2018-2019

In the light of the outcomes of its previous mandate, the Prospective Study and the following debate, the Platform should discuss the implementation of its new mandate, considering also how the Platform could contribute to a better implementation of the European Social Charter. 

 Action: The Platform is invited to advise the Secretariat as appropriate.

	
Proposed draft decisions

The Platform:
· welcomed the presentations relating to the Prospective Study

· following the discussion on the outcomes of the mandate 2016-2017, the Prospective Study and the following debate, agreed that…

· decided on the orientation for the implementation of its mandate 2018-2019.





FRIDAY 4 MAY 2018


6. 	QUESTIONS OF INTEREST TO THE PLATFORM WORKING PROGRAMME
Document: PECS(2018)8

The following interventions are in the framework of the PECS Priority ‘Protection and Integration of Migrants and Refugees’. A written document giving a concise overview of the Council of Europe activity in this field will complement the approach.

Debate Facilitator: Mr Paolo Graziano

· European Social Charter, by Mr Marcin Wujczyk, Member of the European Committee of Social Rights

· Special Representative of the Secretary General on Migration and Refugees Ms Michelle Lafferty, Legal Adviser, Office of the SRSG 

· Intercultural Cities, by Ms Ivana D’Alessandro, Head of the Intercultural Cities Unit

· International Migration, Integration and Social Cohesion (IMISCOE) 

· UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), Mr Roland-François WEIL, Representative to the European Institutions (tbc)

· Conference of INGOs Migration Roadmap 2017-2018, by Mr Robert Bergougnan, Vice-President of the Conference


Action: The Platform is invited to take note and exchange views.

	
Proposed draft decision

The Platform took note of the presentation by … on … which are related to its working priority “Protection and Integration of Migrants and Refugees’





7. 	COOPERATION
Document: PECS (2018)5, PECS (2018)9 
	
	7.1	Exchange of views with the Representatives/Secretariat of the Council of     Europe’s Bodies and Committees

The purpose of this exchange of views is to focus on concrete ways to implement the PECS’ Mandate, in particular for “ensuring the mainstreaming of social cohesion throughout the Council of Europe”, rather than giving an update on the activities, issue considered under point 4.2 of this agenda

Action: The Platform will exchange views with representative of Council of Europe’s bodies and committees in order to find concrete ways of implementing its mandate

	
Proposed draft decisions

The Platform exchanged views with representative of Council of Europe’s bodies and committees in order to find concrete ways of implementing its mandate and agreed that…





	7.2	Exchange of views with observer States, other International Institutions and NGOs

Under this item, the Platform is invited to hold an exchange of views with the representatives of Observer States, other International Institutions and NGOs

 Action: the Platform is invited to take note of the interventions of representatives of observer States, other International institutions and NGOs and had an exchange of views with the aim of a more effective cooperation 

	
Proposed draft decision

The Platform:
- welcomed the presentation by the representatives of Observer States, other International Institutions and NGOs 

- exchanged views  with the aim of a more effective cooperation 

- reached the following agreement:…



 

8. 	WORKING METHODS AND CALENDAR

The Platform will discuss working methods and calendar for the implementation of its mandate 2018-2019. Recent decisions taken by the Committee of Ministers (1312th meeting of the Deputies, 4 April 2018) relating to the implications of the cessation of Turkey’s major contributor status, which should be taken into account, indicate that ‘During the biennium, working methods, monitoring modalities and secretarial structures of the ECSR, the Governmental Committee and the Social Cohesion Platform will be examined in order to 1) ensure increased coordination of their activities with International organisations (in particular EU, ILO, UN) and with national actors in the field of social and economic rights; 2) achieve enhanced and timely impact on policies 3) identify innovative good practices to safeguard social rights and preserve social cohesion’.

8.1 Working Groups

At its first meeting (27-28 June 2016) the Platform decided to organise its work through 3 Working groups (WG): WG1 “Mainstreaming of social cohesion throughout the Council of Europe”; WG2 “Good practices and innovative approaches” and WG3 “New trends and challenges”. With its new mandate 2018-2019, the Platform has to ‘promote dialogue with the European Union, the United Nations and other international organisations, with a view to identifying opportunities for co-operation in the field of social cohesion’, which should be taken into account when deciding the setting up of working groups. The Platform will discuss the contents and functioning of its Working Groups taking into account also this new element.

8.2 Use of IT tools

The Secretariat will present the IT working tools for the implementation of the work of the Platform and the functioning of its Working Groups.

Action: The Platform is invited to discuss the working methods to finalise the implementation of its working programme 2018-2019 taking into account its specificity and to decide the calendar of this implementation. 

	
Proposed draft decision

The Platform:

· - discussed the working methods with the view of finalizing the implementation of its working programme 2018-2019 and decided to….. and to………. with the following calendar:
· 
· - took note of the IT working tools to facilitate the implementation of its work.





9. 	REPRESENTATION OF PECS AT EXTERNAL EVENTS 
Document: Calendar of events

Action: the Platform is invited to nominate its representatives in external events

	
Proposed draft decision

The Platform nominated Ms/Mr… to attend…;….



 

10. 	EUROPEAN SOCIAL COHESION PLATFORM NEWSLETTER

The Platform will exchange views on the PECS Newsletter, which is issued monthly since July 2016 in order to suggest possible improvements. 

Action: The Platform is invited to exchange views and advise the Secretariat 

	
Proposed draft decision

The Platform discussed the Newsletter and proposed that….





11. 	EUROPEAN SOCIAL COHESION PLATFORM WEBPAGE

The Secretariat will present the PECS Page www.coe.int/pecs on the Council of Europe Website

Action: The Platform is invited to take note of the presentation of the PECS Webpage and to exchange in order to advice the Secretariat on possible improvements

	
Proposed draft decision

The Platform took note of the presentation of the PECS Website and suggested that…





12.		ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Delegations are kindly asked to indicate any issues they may wish to raise under this item, at the beginning of the meeting when the PECS adopts its agenda. 

	
Proposed draft decision

The Platform took note of …





13.		DATE AND VENUE OF THE NEXT PECS MEETING 

Following the decisions taken by the Committee of Ministers (1312th meeting of the Deputies, 4 April 2018) relating to the implications of the cessation of Turkey’s major contributor status, the following adjustment concerning the European Social Cohesion Platform was made to the Programme and Budget 2018-2019: suppression of the plenary of the PECS in 2019. The European Platform of Social cohesion will continue mainly using IT tools to exchange information and adopt decisions during 2019.

Action: The Platform is invited to take note of the decision of the Committee of Ministers 

	
Proposed draft decision

The Platform took note of the decision of the Committee of Ministers to suppress the Plenary meeting of the PECS in 2019, but continue mainly using IT tools to exchange information and adopt decisions.
 




14.		ADOPTION OF THE ABRIDGED REPORT
					Document: PECS (2018) 10 - Draft abridged report

Action: the Platform is invited to adopt the draft abridged report as it appears in document PECS (2018)10. 


Proposed draft decision
The Platform adopted the draft a	bridged report as it appear in document PECS(2018)10.
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