Your Excellency, Dear Colleagues, ladies and Gentlemen,
It is my pleasure to attend this Georgian-German Symposium on Biosafety and Biosecurity on behalf of the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia.

Germany is one of the leading partner countries of Georgia. This year our countries mark the 25th anniversary of the Georgia-German Development Cooperation. As stated by the German Ambassador Heike Peitsch “during these years, Germany contributed around EUR 850 million to Georgia's development, as well as doing much in economic, educational and other important fields. It goes without saying, that one of these important fields is the medicine and many successful projects were implemented under the auspice of our German colleagues. 
First of all, I would like to renew to the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany, Bundeswehr Institute of Microbiology, German International Cooperation (GIZ) the assurance of my highest respect and acknowledgments for continuous support, reliable partnership, and fruitful collaboration in the Global Health Security for over the years. 

We are immensely grateful that with the support of German Government significant projects have been implemented, in particular, I would like to underline “German Partnership Program for Excellence in Biological and Health Security". 
Within this Program we were able to introduce effective public health surveillance and reporting mechanisms, build appropriate laboratory and human resource capacity. Georgian healthcare professionals were given an opportunity to be introduced to the German approach of laboratory techniques and methods of field epidemiology by theoretical seminars, practical workshops and trainings.
We are happy that initiated activities under the program will continue in order to further improve quality of laboratory performance at Lugar Centre in accordance with EU standards and strengthen NCDC’s ability to respond to potential biological threat and control current and future disease outbreaks in Georgia.

We reiterate the significance of the experience and support that Germany rendered to our country and believe that our joint collaboration will continue for the successful development of health care field in Georgia.

I wish you the very best in all your endeavors.
South Caucasus Field Epidemiology and Laboratory Training Program (SC-FELTP) for countries in the South Caucasus.  I am more than happy to hear that 132 public health experts from the South Caucasus region have completed this training course since 2009, which is significant step forward for improving response on diseases outbreaks. To strengthen capacity of national epidemiologists and laboratory specialists to detect and respond to communicable diseases treats is one of the major priorities for our country. 
We are happy that our neighboring countries – Ukraine, Azerbaijan and Armenia were also given an opportunity to participate in this training course and this is significant demonstration of international public health partnership. I believe that the training course graduates will make contribution to improve their respective countries public health field.
I would also like to take this opportunity and express my sincere gratitude to the Honorable Ambassador Ian Kelly for outstanding support and contribution to the development of health care system in Georgia. 
We reiterate the significance of the experience and support that US government rendered to our country within the framework of US-Georgia partnership and believe that our joint collaboration will continue for the successful development of health care field in Georgia.
Congratulations to you all, and I wish you the very best in all your endeavors.
ეს არის ინფორმაცია გერმანულ პარტნიორულ პროგრამაზე, რომლის ნაწილიც არის ქართულ-გერმანული ერთობლივი პროექტი: 
The German Partnership Program (“German Partnership Program for Excellence in Biological and Health Security” this was the programs name in 2013-2016) was launched in 2013 by German Federal Foreign Office to minimize biological risks all over the word. This is a partnering program of “The Global Partnership Against the Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction” of  the G8 commitment (G8GPP). The program was developed by the German International Cooperation (Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) and the Robert Koch Institute (RKI).  Under this Programme a range of projects are being implemented around the world in cooperation with various leading German institutes: Central federal institution for disease control and prevention (RKI), Bernard Nocht Institute for Tropical Medicine, Friedrich-Löffler Institute for Animal Health, Bundeswehr Institute of  Microbiology (BwIM), German International Cooperation (GIZ). The entire program with all partner institutions and organizations is coordinated by a Program Office based at the German Federal Foreign Office. Program’s main focus is on the North Africa, Middle East and Central Asia. Program is comprised of various modules covering six key areas: Awareness-raising; Biosafety and biosecurity; Survaillance; Detection and diagnostics; Networking; Capacity-building. 
