The WHO is at the forefront of the Government of Georgia (GoG) efforts in providing affordable, quality health care for everyone through the Universal Health Care (UHC) Program.   Through the policy dialogue, analytical work and tailored technical assistance provided by WHO has been instrumental in designing and monitoring the progress of UHC reform, and addressing challenges facing the health sector.  Development and implementation of national multisectoral policies and plans to prevent and control non-communicable diseases, tobacco control initiatives, strengthening surveillance systems for antimicrobial resistance and addressing communicable diseases are other areas of important support provided by the WHO. 

In support of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), universal access to sexual and reproductive health remains a cornerstone of the different globally adopted strategies. Increased efforts to meet the health needs of adolescents are critical to achieving the SDGs and represent a worthwhile opportunity for investment. A number of interventions aimed at addressing the challenges in adolescent health have been implemented in diverse settings, but many of them have not been rigorously evaluated. Further research is required to better understand the local needs of adolescents and identify effective strategies to improve their sexual and reproductive health. 
Maternal mortality reduction remains a priority in the new SDGs agenda through 2030. The concern is that disparities in maternal health and women’s health in general, are growing in spite of the fact that many policies are put in place. Research and policies based on a robust assessment of evidence, tools and instruments supporting elimination of the inequities that lead to disparities in access, quality and outcomes of health care within and among countries are urgently needed.  In addition, achieving SDGs will not be possible without addressing gender equality and approaching it comprehensively and politically, as well.

The GoG is committed to the goal that no woman and child is left behind and has intention to substantially improve reproductive health through evaluation, revision and improvement of current policies. This is done by bringing together policy-makers, scientists, health-care providers, clinicians and community representatives.  Acknowledging that gender equity still is a distant reality, however, Georgia made important progress in establishing enabling environment for the protection of women’s rights and will further strengthen actions towards elimination of early marriage and domestic violence and mainstreaming gender-responsive actions.  

The Ministry of Labor, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia nominates Dr. Berdzuli to the Executive Board and to the Standing Committee for three year term in the Policy and Coordination Committee of the Special Programme of Research, Development and Research Training in Human Reproduction. 


Dr. Berdzuli’s personal and professional background makes her the ideal candidate. The combination of her in-depth technical knowledge, research and policy expertise, global experience, and long record of dedication to sexual and reproductive health is one of the key strengths of her candidacy. 
Dr. Berdzuli’s professional experience and motivation give us the ground for hope that she will be a valuable asset and her input will be up to high standards of the Commitee's activities to advance reproductive health agenda.
