Steve Scalise : ( United States House of Representatives Majority Whip and representative for Louisiana's 1st congressional district)
The American Health Care Act is getting opposition from conservatives who deride it as being too much like Obamacare, but most House Republicans recognize that it guts Obamacare and "starts the whole process of completely repealing and replacing" it, House Majority Whip Steve Scalise said Friday.
"Very few members are talking like that," the Louisiana Republican told MSNBC's "Morning Joe" program. "Most of our members recognize this bill guts Obamacare and starts it whole process of completely repealing and replacing Obamacare. Keep in mind, this gets rid of the mandate penalties.
"It starts to open a free market where consumers can buy their own health care insurance. That's at the heart of failures of Obamacare."
The bill is still a few weeks from heading to the House floor, said Scalise, as it will head to the Budget Committee next week.
"We will continue to talk to members about things they would like to see that we are working with the White House on," said Scalise. "At the same time, [we have] a strong vote out of the Ways and Means Committee and the Energy and Commerce Committee, which have all the factions of our conference. The Democrats voted against it."
The new bill, he continued, has things like "Medicaid reform, which we haven't seen in over 50 years," said Scalise. "It's really going to help improve the most broken form of healthcare."
Scalise also commented that President Barack Obama made several "broken promises" when it came to his signature healthcare legislation, including that people would not be able to purchase the insurance they wanted.
He also disagreed with MSNBC's senior political analyst Mark Halperin, a member of the show's panel, who accused Scalise and other Republicans of being like Obama and knowing "full well that some people will benefit from the House plan, if it passed into law, and some people won't."
"Wouldn't it be a good idea to tell the American people, certain people, older people, people in rural places, some of your constituents will be worst off under your plan?" asked Halperin. "True, right?"
"No, the losers are those who think government bureaucrats have to tell you what you can and can't buy," said Scalise. "Our bill is about freedom to choose what you want. Their bill was about government bureaucrats telling you what you can and can't buy." 
Further, he said that if someone has an Obamacare plan and likes it, it will still be gone after the transition occurs,"but there will be better options for them. And there's going to be lower costs they will be able to pay for your family." 


Tom Price
Secretary of Health and Human Services Tom Price said that he believes "nobody will be worse off financially" under the Republican bill to repeal the Affordable Care Act, and dismissed a report that millions will lose coverage if it passes. 
Tom Price called the CBO estimate "not believable." “We disagree strenuously with the report that was put out. We believe that our plan will cover more individuals at a lower cost and give them the choices they want for the coverage that they want for themselves and their families, not that the government forces them to buy,” Price told reporters outside the White House.
"I firmly believe that nobody will be worse off financially in the process that we’re going through," Price told Chuck Todd on NBC News' "Meet the Press."
He said that coverage is "going to go up" under the American Health Care Act and dismissed again a report from the Brookings Institute estimating that at least 15 million people will lose coverage under the bill.
"I’ll tell you that the plan that we’ve laid out here will not leave that number of individuals uncovered,” he said. “In fact I believe, again, that we’ll have more individuals covered."
Price said it was "tough to put numbers" on a definition of success for the bill.
"It means more people covered than are covered right now, and at an average cost that is less,” he said. “And I believe we can firmly do that with the plan that we've laid out there."
On Friday, Price wouldn't commit to saying that people would be able to keep their current health insurance plans under the AHCA.
“They may be moved from a plan that they currently have to a plan that is much more desirable for them to have,” he said.
He dismissed the Brooking Institute's report as based on a "siloed situation where they don't look at the kind of reforms and changes that will come about."
House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-WI) nevertheless admitted Friday that the Congressional Budget Office will likely estimate that millions of people would lose health insurance under the AHCA.
"Our goal is not to show a pretty piece of paper that says, ‘We’re mandating great things for Americans,'" he said. "We always know, you’re never going to win a coverage beauty contest when it’s free market versus government mandates." 

Paul Ryan 
House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-WI) said Monday that the non-partisan Congressional Budget Office "validated" House Republicans' bill to repeal Obamacare with a report estimating that the bill would reduce the federal deficit while leaving millions more people uninsured.
"I think if you read this entire report, I'm pretty encouraged by it and it actually exceeded my expectations," Ryan told Fox's Bret Baier.
He said that the CBO's score for the bill is "encouraging" and gives legislators "even more room to work on, to make good fine-tuning finishing touches" on the legislation.
"Of course the CBO is going to say, if you're not going to force people to buy something they don't want to buy, they won't buy it," Ryan said. "That's why you have those uninsured numbers, which we all expected."
He called the bill "a good work in progress."
"The point I'm saying is, what CBO did was they validated," Ryan said. "We're extremely excited about this and I'm really actually frankly encouraged."
In its report released Monday, the CBO estimated that 24 million people would lose their insurance over the next 10 years under the repeal bill. It also estimated that the bill would save the government $6 billion dollars and reduce the federal deficit by $337 billion dollars over the next 10 years.
On Sunday, Ryan predicted that the report would estimate a drop in coverage, but agreed with President Donald Trump's comment that the 2018 midterm elections will be a "bloodbath" for Republicans if they don't pass the bill.
In a statement earlier Monday, Ryan said that nobody will have "the rug pulled out from under them" by the bill.
“I recognize and appreciate concerns about making sure people have access to coverage," he said. "And, as we have long said, there will be a stable transition so that no one has the rug pulled out from under them." 

CBO Congressional Budget Office 
[bookmark: _GoBack]CBO and JCT estimate that enacting the legislation would reduce federal deficits by $337 billion over the 2017-2026 period. That total consists of $323 billion in on-budget savings and $13 billion in off-budget savings. Outlays would be reduced by $1.2 trillion over the period, and revenues would be reduced by $0.9 trillion.  
The largest savings would come from reductions in outlays for Medicaid and from the elimination of the Affordable Care Act’s (ACA’s) subsidies for nongroup health insurance. The largest costs would come from repealing many of the changes the ACA made to the Internal Revenue Code
Pay-as-you-go procedures apply because enacting the legislation would affect direct spending and revenues. CBO and JCT estimate that enacting the legislation would not increase net direct spending or on-budget deficits by more than $5 billion in any of the four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 2027. 
CBO and JCT estimate that, in 2018, 14 million more people would be uninsured under the legislation than under current law. Most of that increase would stem from repealing the penalties associated with the individual mandate. Some of those people would choose not to have insurance because they chose to be covered by insurance under current law only to avoid paying the penalties, and some people would forgo insurance in response to higher premiums.


