H.E. Ambassador Richard Norland
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the United States of America to Georgia
Your Excellency, 

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you and the Embassy of the United States of America the assurance of my highest consideration.
I would like to extend my cordial gratitude to you personally and your team for providing significant support to the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia. We highly appreciate and are extremely grateful for your personal contribution to the development and deepening collaboration between our countries in different fields. 
Your personal involvement in the support of strengthening and promoting the national health care system of Georgia is obvious and we are immensely grateful for the technical assistance Georgia has received from USA during your tenure for development and implementation of the Universal Healthcare Program. 

One of the major achievements of US-Georgia partnership in the recent period is unprecedented initiative - Hepatitis C elimination Program in Georgia, which was a result of close collaboration among the US CDC, Gilead Science and the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia. As a consequence of this successful collaboration, it became feasible to gradually eliminate HCV burden in Georgia through universal access to HCV diagnostics and treatment.
Let me also extend my gratitude for successful contribution to the improvement of Georgia’s public health system. We are proud that Georgia is fulfilling the specific commitments towards the progress of the Global Health Security Agenda and especially, in the Real-time Biosurveillance field.
Furthermore, I would like to highlight the collaboration with the Defense Threat Reduction Agency/U.S. Department of Defense for a tremendous investment and support in establishment and operation of the R. Lugar Center for Public Health Research under the umbrella of the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC) of Georgia. The “Lugar Center” is a valuable asset not only for the country but also for the whole Region in light of developing bio-security, bio-safety, surveillance and scientific research. 
I would also like to take this opportunity and congratulate you on the 239th anniversary of the signing of the declaration of independence. Due to my previous engagements, unfortunately I was not able to join this remarkable event on July 2, 2015. It is significant celebration not only for US people but also to the friends of the United States around the World. 
It was an immense pleasure and honor to collaborate with you during your tenure in Georgia. I very much appreciate the discussions we had on the different issues of collaboration between our countries, and the meetings, which gave the opportunity to share the views and ideas on the issues of mutual interest. 
On behalf of the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia and on my own, let me once again express my sincere gratitude for your active engagement in support of healthcare system development in Georgia and strengthening partnership between our countries. 
Please accept my best wishes for every success in all your future endeavors.
Yours Sincerely,
