Draft Joint operational conclusions of the third EU-Georgia Association Committee 
(22 June 2017, Brussels)
	Party
	Action
	Deadline/Date

	AA/DCFTA

	GE/EU
	Continue legislative approximation along the AA/DCFTA commitments
	Ongoing

	GE
	Focus on law enforcement, implementation and good governance to build stable foundations for predictable institutions and independent regulators
	Ongoing

	GE
	Ensure inclusive policy-making in law-making and enforcement by regular consultations with civil society and business
	Ongoing

	Elections

	GE
	Continue efforts to organise transparent, credible and inclusive elections, including the upcoming October 2017 local elections, based on an improved electoral framework, in line with ODIHR/Venice Commission recommendations
	October 2017

	Human Rights

	GE
	Continue efforts for effective implementation of the Human Rights Strategy and Action Plan in line with commitments under "Human Rights for All"
	Ongoing

	GE
	Continue and accelerate efforts to ensure awareness and effective implementation of the anti-discrimination law in line with commitments under "Human Rights for All"
	Ongoing

	CSDP cooperation

	EU
	Commend Georgia’s contributions to the EU-led missions and operations (EUMAM RCA, EUTM Mali) and encourages Georgia to maintain current level of contribution.
	Ongoing

	EU/GE
	Expand CSDP co-operation further. The 6th round of consultations will take place in Brussels in fall 2017.
	Fall 2017

	EU/GE
	Take further steps to implement the Agreement between Georgia and the European Union on Security Procedures for Exchanging and Protecting Classified Information, signed on 23 June 2016
	Ongoing

	Cooperation on Justice, Freedom and Security issues

	GE
	Continue efforts to fulfil all VLAP benchmarks, with special attention to cooperation on the prevention of irregular migration, the fight against organised crime (including organised property crime), as well as on the prevention and fight against complex forms of corruption. More specifically, effective monitoring of asset declarations and addressing identified discrepancies should be ensured and dissuasive sanctions applied in order to build up a track record.
Continue fulfilling the benchmarks of the Visa Liberalisation Action Plan
Ensure effective operational cooperation with Europol following the recent (15/6) ratification of the agreement on Operational and Strategic Cooperation to expand cooperation to combat serious and organised cross-border criminal activities.
	Ongoing

	EU
	Implement the operational cooperation agreement between Georgia and EUROPOL 
	Ongoing

	Economic Cooperation

	EU
	[the Commission could propose, upon a request by the Georgian authorities, a new EU Macro-Financial Assistance operation accompanying the Extended Fund Facility that Georgia and the IMF agreed in April 2017]
	[End-2017]

	GE
	Provide budgetary plans for 2018, containing details on planned policy changes.
	October 2017

	GE
	Provide regular updates on the implementation of the economic reform programme supported by recently agreed EFF, notably on the implementation of prior actions and structural benchmarks (Table 3 of the Memorandum of Economic and Financial Policies). 
	Ongoing (for the duration of the EFF, 2017-2020)

	GE
	Ensure the medium-term fiscal sustainability, in view of the planned increase in spending on public infrastructure and a loss in tax revenues due to the corporate income tax reform of January 2017. In case additional adjustment measures are needed, ensure that such measures do not affect social assistance programmes launched in recent years for the benefit of the most vulnerable citizens.
	Continuous

	
Statistical Cooperation

	EU/GE
	Support Geostat's efforts to implement the European Statistics Code of Practice and its principles on professional independence, objectivity and impartiality, statistical confidentiality, equal access to statistical data for all users
	Ongoing

	EU/GE
	Support the revision of the statistical law in line with the provisions of the generic law on official Statistics.
	Ongoing

	GE
	Develop the national statistical system towards implementation of the statistics acquis in the context of AA and DCFTA
	Ongoing

	Energy

	EU/GE
	Support the timely implementation of the Southern Gas Corridor, as well as its possible extensions.
	Ongoing

	GE/EU
	Continued implementation of Georgia's accession to the Energy Community, with EU support through EU4Energy.
	Ongoing

	GE
	Step up the efforts for the implementation of Energy Efficiency legislation, in line with the conditions laid down in the EU-Georgia Association Agreement.
	Ongoing

	
Environment

	GE/EU
	Enhance environmental governance, by adopting and implementing new legislation on environmental impact assessment, strategic environmental assessment, by preparing new legislation on environmental liability, by ensuring public access to environmental information and public participation in decision making, as well as by integrating environment into other policy areas and by sharing environmental information in line with principles of the Shared Environmental  Information System (SEIS).
EU to continue supporting Georgia in this regard 
	December 2017

	GE 
	Provide the latest information regarding the adoption of a new legislation on EIA and SEA and encourage Georgia to become a party to Espoo Convention.
	December 2017

	GE 
	Provide information on the mainstreaming of environmental and sustainable development aspects in the Social-economic Development Strategy of Georgia.
	

	Climate Change

	EU
	Provide further support to the implementation of Georgia's contribution to the Paris Climate Agreement and its provisions at domestic level through the follow-up of the regional project ClimaEast, as well as ENI bilateral cooperation and TAIEX assistance
	Ongoing

	GE
	Consider changes in the EU legislative acts contained in the climate action chapter of the Association Agreement.
	Ongoing

	Agriculture and Rural Development, Maritime affairs

	GE
	In line with the Association Agreement provisions, the EU encourages Georgia to continue the progressive approximation with the EU policies and legislation in the area of agriculture and rural development.
	
Ongoing

	GE
	Concrete efforts will also have to be made by the Government of Georgia to ensure the sustainability of results achieved under ENPARD's first phase, particularly in regards to the support to cooperatives and extension services.
	Ongoing

	EU/GE
	Support Georgia with the necessary expertise in the field of sustainable development of agriculture and rural areas, in line with the rules and commitments agreed for financial cooperation. Particular attention will need to be paid to the adoption in 2017 of the Rural Development Action Plan 2018-2020.
	Ongoing / 31 December 2017 (Adoption of Rural Development Action Plan 2018-2020)

	EU/GE
	Approximate Sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) national legislation to the relevant EU legislation according to the agreed deadlines and ensure its implementation.  
	Ongoing

	EU/GE
	Support Georgia in implementing the Bucharest Declaration (October 2016) on enhanced cooperation in Black Sea Fisheries and Aquaculture, and take concrete steps to set up the inter-institutional coordination mechanism on maritime affairs.
	Ongoing

	Regional development

	GE
	Continue implementation of Georgia's Regional Development programme 2015-2017, including through establishment of effective inter-institutional coordination and multi-level governance and partnership mechanisms, including relevant stakeholders 
Update and complete the draft Analysis of Regional Disparities by taking into consideration its recommendations as well as the report on "Review of Regional Statistics".
	Ongoing


December 2017

	Employment, Social Policy and Equal Rights

	GE
	Ensure that the Tripartite Social Partnership Commission meets regularly, and is duly consulted on the legislation and policy reforms
	Ongoing

	GE
	Remove limitations to labour inspections introduced by the Law “On control of entrepreneurial activity”. Put in place the legal instrument needed to underpin a fully-fledged labour inspection system. Continue cooperating with the ILO experts to define the most appropriate option
	Ongoing; December 2019 for the inspection system

	GE
	Monitor the pilot new Public Employment Service, and plan staffing requirement (number, professional qualifications) and financial resources needed to scale-up the new services
	Ongoing

	GE
	Assess potential disincentive effects to "work take-up" in the targeted social assistance and start analysing how the social protection system could better support "job take-up"
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Ongoing ; December 20197

	
Public Health

	EU/GE
	Strengthen Georgia's core IHR capacities for response to health threats and cooperate actively in the EU-supported MediPIET training programme in field epidemiology, as well as with the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)
	Ongoing

	GE
	Prioritise policies and actions for prevention and control of anti-microbial resistance, HIV/AIDS and hepatitis C, as well as aligning its blood safety legislation with the EU acquis as provided by the Association Agreement
	Anti-microbial - ongoing
HIV/AIDS - Ongoing
Hepatitis C - December 2020
Blood safety regulation - December 2018

	GE
	Undertake efforts towards the swift ratification of the Protocol for Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products and to monitor the transposition of tobacco control legislation
	Some precise date to be fixed

	GE
	Strengthen the enforcement of tobacco control policies in line with the EU acquis as provided by the Association Agreement and with its obligations under the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC).  Start preparation to accede to the FCTC Protocol to Eliminate Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products.
	Idem

	Education and Culture

	GE
	Continue focus on the human capital development. Enhance quality of the higher education system in line with the Bologna principles, modernise teaching and foster skills development for greater employability of graduates
	Ongoing

	EU/GE
	Use opportunities through Erasmus+ to support capacity building projects, youth activities, mobility and partnership between institutions from the EU and Georgia
	Ongoing

	GE
	Increase engagement of non-state actors in cultural policy and action plans implementation.
	Ongoing

	EU/GE
	Take further advantage of the Creative Europe programme, with the support of the restructured Creative Europe Desk.
	Ongoing

	Research and Innovation

	EU
	Encourage Georgian authorities to make the most of their Association to Horizon 2020 including nomination of Georgian representatives to the various H2020 Programme Committees, enhanced support to National Contact Points in Georgia, and participation in the H2020 Policy Support Facility and Widening Actions 
	Ongoing

	
ENP and Eastern Partnership

	EU
	Encourage Georgian authorities and civil society to formulate further proposals for increasing the efficiency of the activities and enhancing the cohesion between partner countries, with a view of increasing the concrete results and visible progress in our multilateral cooperation
	Ongoing



7
