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Preparation for the third High-level meeting of the General Assembly on the Prevention and Control of Non-communicable Diseases, to be held in 2018

EU Statement


Mr. Chairman,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

[Alignment paragraph]

We thank the Secretariat for this report, and welcome the outline of current challenges and proposed solutions. We agree on the concern outlined in the report that current efforts are insufficient to meet target 3.4. of the SDGs, and we call on WHO to support countries towards the attainment of the 9 global targets by 2025. 

We reiterate the need for a comprehensive multi-sectoral response to non-communicable diseases that is rooted in our efforts to strengthen health systems and achieve universal health coverage, including through due attention to health promotion and disease prevention by addressing the social determinants. A comprehensive health system response to NCDs also needs to put an emphasis on people centeredness.

We need to improve and implement measures to ensure that primary health services can adapt to demographic change and to the growing prevalence of NCDs especially in aged population. In this regard, we encourage MS to take note of the outcome document from the High-Level European Regional Meeting: “Health Systems respond to NCDs”. 

Non-communicable diseases and their main risk factors and determinants are a hurdle to both human wellbeing and sustainable development. As acknowledged during the Global Meeting on Financing of NCD Prevention and Control, held in Copenhagen in April, achieving SDG 3.4 in low- and middle-income countries will require bold changes in the way countries finance the development and implementation of national NCD responses. 

The Third High-Level Meeting of the General Assembly on NCDs will be a crucial moment for global leaders to reflect on the financial and social investments made to accelerate progress of national NCD responses by 2030. 

We welcome the two themes for the multi-stakeholder panels. We find these to be essential aspects of the effort to reach SDG target 3.4.

We look forward to seeing the Secretariat’s global investment case on the prevention and control of NCDs. This will be a useful tool for decision-makers. 

We would like to reiterate the need to strengthen the focus on mental health on the NCD agenda and we call on WHO to promote measures to improve mental health and wellbeing, address the social determinants, respect the human rights of persons with mental health conditions and prevent suicides. In the context of mental health especially, but also health and wellbeing in general, WHO needs to continue addressing substance abuse, including tobacco and harmful use of alcohol and illicit drugs. 

Particularly, in this regard, but also in the wider context of NCDs, our approaches on sharing information need to be upgraded urgently to respond to the opportunities and challenges provided by social media. The counterforces are already using professional methods to modify behavioural and consumption patterns through social media. We should ask, why aren’t we doing the same. 

It is also of great importance to continue the work carried out within the decade of nutrition and put necessary efforts into the work of the upcoming global action plan on physical activity both by improving health literacy and creating options for health choices. 

Furthermore, we also highlight the importance of engagement with non-state actors and the communities affected by NCDs in view of their significant role for the advancement and promotion of the NCD agenda and for the achievement of SDG target 3.4. in general and in particular in the preparation for the HLM. 

Finally, we support the proposed resolution on this agenda item. 

Thank you.
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