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I speak on behalf of the EU and its Member States.
[Alignment]
The EU and its Member States thank WHO for focusing this year’s report on early child development, and reporting back on the progress made in the implementation of resolutions on interpersonal violence (resolution WHA69.5) and reproductive health (resolution WHA57.12). 
The EU remains concerned by various facts highlighted in this report:
- 249 million children, nearly half of the children in low and middle income-countries, are at risk of not attaining their full development potential;
- More than 830 women die daily in childbirth or as a result of pregnancy and delivery;
- About 25 million of the estimated 56 million abortions performed between 2010 and 2014 were unsafe;
- About 1 in 3 of women and adolescent girls worldwide have experienced violence, primarily from partners and other family members with grave consequences to their health. 
These different figures show that women, children and adolescents are too often the ones left behind in accessing essential quality health services and the ones particularly affected by abuse and violence, including sexual and gender-based violence. In the context of Universal Health Coverage, special attention must be given to women, children and adolescent health needs.
The EU remains committed to the promotion, protection and fulfilment of all human rights and to the full and effective implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action and the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development and the outcomes of their review conferences and remains committed to sexual and reproductive health and rights, in this context. Having that in mind, the EU reaffirms its commitment to the promotion, protection and fulfilment of the right of every individual to have full control over, and decide freely and responsibly on matters related to their sexuality and sexual and reproductive health, free from discrimination, coercion and violence. The EU further stresses the need for universal access to quality and affordable comprehensive sexual and reproductive health information, education, including comprehensive sexuality education, and health-care services. UHC can play an important role in increasing access to SRH-care services, including for adolescents. 
Regarding interpersonal violence, we wish to reiterate the EU’s strong and unwavering support for gender equality, women’s and girls’ full enjoyment of human rights and women’s empowerment and, in this regard, the prevention and elimination of all forms of violence against women and girls. The European Union and the United Nations are embarking on a new, global, multi-year initiative focused on eliminating all forms of violence against women and girls - the Spotlight Initiative. An initial investment in the order of EUR 500 million has been made, with the EU as the main contributor.
The EU is committed to promote and support a whole-of-government and a whole-of-society approach to early childhood development, including nurturing care and education.
We urge WHO, together with all member States and other relevant partners, to be game-changers and make bold commitments for action to improve health and human rights of women, children and adolescents. 
Thank you !
