EUROPOL
The European Union’s Law Enforcement Agency
(ევროპის პოლიციის ოფისი)
Location: The Hague, Netherlands
EUROPOL is an agency of the European Union. Its mission is to support its Member States in preventing and combatting all forms of serious international organised crime and terrorism.
Tasks of the agency:
· Provides a unique range of services for its law enforcement partners, to tackle international organised crime and terrorism; 
· Forms its position at the heart of the EU’s security architecture, Europol’s high security law enforcement operational centre supports 40 000 cases per year, and operates 24/7, seven days a week;
· Europol is a hub for criminal information and centre for law enforcement expertise, including online platforms for experts;

Tangible contribution:
Even though the Europol officers have no powers of arrest,  they provide support by gathering, analysing and disseminating criminal intelligence, and coordinating operations. This multi-agency approach helps to close information gaps and minimise the space in which criminals can operate. Priority crime areas include drugs and firearms trafficking, cybercrime, people trafficking, irregular migration and organised property crime. Europol is always looking ahead for opportunities to streamline the fight against cross-border organised crime and terrorism, to achieve a safer Europe for all EU citizens.
Members: EU member states. 
Cooperation agreements: open for  the third countries.
Cooperation with Georgia/State of play: 
Georgia signed Agreement on Operational and Strategic Cooperation with Europol in  2017 and since entry into force of this agreement in July 2017 Georgia enjoys operational partner status with Europol. On 9 March 2018 the Memorandum of Understanding on Secure Communication Line and Liaison Agreement were signed with Europol.
Memorandum of Understanding on Secure Communication Line is currently submitted to the arliament of Georgia for ratification. After entry into force of this MoU, the EUROPOL team will arrive to establish secure communication line in Georgia and as soon as it is established (most probably in summer or early autumn 2018), Georgia will actively use Europol’s secure channels (SIENA) for the communication of information.

Liaison Agreement entered into force upon signature and on the basis of this document, the Georgian liaison officer will be deployed in Europol’s Headquarters in the nearest future. 

Benefits: Under the Agreement, Georgia will  second its liaison officer to EUROPOL’s headquarters;  will exchange information related to crime, including personal data and classified information, through secure communication line;  hold high level meetings between Europol and the competent authorities of Georgia; will send the representative of its national contact point to attend the meetings of the Heads of Europol National Units; will associate its experts with the activities of the EUROPOL’s analysis groups based on an association agreement concluded for this purpose; will participate in joint investigation teams set up by EUROPOL.
Lead: Ministry of Internal Affairs
Agency’s website: https://www.europol.europa.eu/.
