

	3rd Hepatitis C Technical Advisory Group (TAG) Meeting
November 30, 2017

	TIME
	PRESENTATIONS
	SPEAKERS

	8:30-9:00
	Registration
	

	9:00-9:30

	Welcome and Opening Remarks
	Dr. Davit Sergeenko, Minister of Labour, Health and Social Affairs (MoLHSA)
Mr. Ian C. Kelly, US Ambassador in Georgia
Dr. Zsuzsanna Jakab, WHO Regional Director for Europe
Dr. Beth Skaggs, CDC South Caucus Office
Mr. Gregg Alton, Gilead Sciences

	9:30-10:00
	Introduction of TAG Members and Role of the TAG
· Purpose of the meeting and overview of agenda
· Introduction of TAG members and their expertise
	Dr. John Ward, TAG Chair, US CDC


	10:00-10:15
	Media Coverage
	

	10:15-10:45
	Overview and Progress of the HCV Elimination Program in Georgia
	Dr. Amiran Gamkrelidze, NCDC

	10:45-11:15
	Break
	

	11:15-11:30
	Status of Key Interventions to Eliminate Hepatitis C in Georgia
· Progress toward elimination targets with current trajectory of interventions
	Dr. Francisco Averhoff, US CDC 

	11:30-12:00
	Discussion by TAG/Q & A
	

	12:00-1:30


12:00-12:45







12:45-1:30
	Improve HCV Laboratory Diagnostics


· Progress in implementation of the diagnostic component of HCV elimination strategy; registration of laboratories for participation in HCV elimination 
· Improving quality of HCV testing in Georgia through National External Quality Assurance Program
· Confirmation of HCV infection by Core Ag using a centralized laboratory approach 
· Improving access through advanced diagnostics—A pilot project in Georgia 

· Discussion by TAG/Q & A
	TAG discussant/moderator: Dr. Anders Widell, Lund University, Sweden
 
Dr. George Kamkamidze, Neolab

Dr. Beth Skaggs, CDC

Dr. Nazi Chitadze, NCDC

Dr. Francesco Marinucci, FIND 


	1:30-2:30
	Lunch
	

	2:30-4:00 



2:30-3:20





3:20-4:00
	Identify Persons Infected with HCV (and Linked to Care)


· HCV screening TAG 2016 recommendations and key challenges in 2017. Policies for HCV screening and assessment of current HCV screening activities
· Status of data base development to monitor program performance 
· Screening and linkage to care among hospitalized patients 
· Screening of HIV, TB, and HCV at primary healthcare settings—A pilot project in Samegrelo-Zemo Stvaneti Region 

· Discussion by TAG/Q & A
	TAG discussant/moderator: Dr. John Ward, US CDC, US

Mr. Vladimer Getia, NCDC

Mr. Alexander Turdziladze, NCDC
Dr. Muazzam Nasrullah, US CDC
Dr. Giorgi Kuchukhidze, NCDC


	4:00-4:30
	Break
	

	4:30-6:00


4:30-5:20








5:20-6:00
	Provide HCV Care and Treatment


· Status of access to HCV care and treatment, key achievements, key challenges, delivery 
· Simplified testing and cure strategies for primary care and others providing non-specialty care 
· Lessons learned from ECHO in Georgia 
· Update on HCV screening, care and treatment in Georgia’s Corrections System 

· Discussion by TAG/Q & A
	TAG discussant/moderator: Dr. Sanjeev Arora, University of New Mexico, US

Dr. Tengiz Tsertsvadze, IDACIRC

Dr. Sanjeev Arora, University of New Mexico, US

Dr. David Metreveli, Mrchevelli 
Dr. Konstantine Turashvili, Ministry of Corrections and Probation



	
6:00-6:30


6:00-6:15


6:15-6:30
	Promote Advocacy, Awareness, Education, and Partnerships for 
HCV-Associated Resource Mobilization

· Describe current education efforts, channels of communication and   target populations and proposed activities to align with new program priorities. 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Discussion by TAG/Q & A
	TAG discussant/moderator: Dr. Tatjana Reic, European Liver Patients Association, Croatia

Dr. Marina Topuridze, NCDC




	6:30-6:45
	Summary of Day 1 and Closing Remarks
	Dr. John Ward, TAG Chair, US CDC

	7:00
	Dinner/Reception
	

	3rd Hepatitis C Technical Advisory Group (TAG) Meeting
December 1, 2017

	TIME
	PRESENTATIONS
	SPEAKERS

	9:00-9:15
	Opening Remarks, Review Day 1
	Dr. John Ward, TAG Chair, US CDC


	9:15-10:15



9:15-9:50






9:50-10:15
	Prevent HCV Transmission
Harm Reduction


· Update on prevention, screening and linkage to treatment of PWID and other high-risk groups 
· Provision of HCV screening and treatment in OST site (pilot project) 

· Evaluation of integrated HCV treatment with harm reduction services in Georgia 

· Discussion by TAG/Q & A
	TAG discussant/moderators: Dr. Margaret Hellard, Burnet Institute, Australia, Dr. Niklas Luhmann, Médecins du Monde, France 

Dr. Irma Khonelidze, NCDC

Dr. Khatuna Todadze, Center of Mental Health and Prevention of Addiction
Dr. Maia Butsashvili, Health Research Union


	10:15-10:45
	Break
	

	10:45-11:30


10:45-11:05




11:05-11:30
	Prevent HCV Transmission (continued)
Blood Safety 

· Status of blood safety program in blood banks, successes, challenges, and plans to address challenges  
· Blood bank screening quality assurance:  Current practices and future directions 

· Discussion by TAG/Q & A
	TAG discussant/moderator: Dr. Sheila Keating, Blood Systems Research Institute, US

Dr. Eteri Kipiani, NCDC

Dr. Maia Alkhazashvili, NCDC





	11:30-12:15



11:30-11:50




11:50-12:15
	Prevent HCV Transmission (continued)
Infection Control in Healthcare, Non-traditional Healthcare and Other Community Settings 

· Key challenges (identified in 2016), 2016 TAG recommendations, 2017 progress/activities, gaps, key M & E indicators 
· Infection Prevention and Control National Guidelines: CDC-sponsored cross-cutting support 

· Discussion by TAG/Q & A
	TAG discussant/moderator:  Dr. Maha Talaat, Egypt


Dr. Marina Darakhvelidze, MoLHSA

Dr. Marika Geleishvili, US CDC



	12:15-1:30


12:15-1:05













1:05-1:30
	Activities to Improve HCV Surveillance and Program Effectiveness 


· HCV Surveillance -  Monitor progress toward elimination goals, key achievements, key challenges 
· Research agenda 
-Projects proposed or launched since last TAG & programmatic challenges to be addressed             
-Long-term health outcomes among HCV patients with advanced liver fibrosis treated with DAAs 
-Establishing Georgian PWID cohort study to estimate incidence of HCV infection 
- Status of implementing peer-navigation to increase treatment & estimating reinfection among PWIDs (pilot study) 
- The interim impact and ongoing treatment requirements for achieving HCV elimination in Georgia 

· Discussion by TAG/Q & A
	TAG discussant/moderator: Dr. Ken Nelson, Johns Hopkins University, US

Dr. Maia Tsereteli, NCDC




Dr. Maia Butsashvili, Health Research Union

Dr. Akaki Abutidze, IDACIRC

Dr. Niklas Luhmann, Médecins du Monde, France 

Josephine Walker, Bristol University, UK


	1:30-4:30
	Lunch for All and Free Time
TAG Members Lunch
	




	4:30-6:00
	TAG Recommendations and 2018 Priorities 
(5-minute presentations followed by 10 minutes of discussion for each section) 
· Improve HCV laboratory diagnostics (Anders Widell)
· Identify persons infected with HCV (John Ward)
· Provide HCV care and treatment (Sanjeev Arora)
· Promote advocacy, awareness, education, and partnerships for 
HCV-associated resource mobilization (Tatjana Reic)
· Prevent HCV transmission  
· Harm reduction (Margaret Hellard & Niklas Luhmann)
· Blood safety (Sheila Keating)
· Infection control in healthcare, non-traditional healthcare, and 
other community settings (Maha Talaat)
· Improving program effectiveness (Ken Nelson)
	Dr. John Ward, TAG Chair, US CDC 
& TAG members

	6:00-6:15
	Closing Remarks
	Dr. John Ward & Dr. Davit Sergeenko



Page 5 of 5

