Antimicrobial Resistance

Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) emerging at an alarming rate worldwide is an increasingly serious threat to global public health that requires action across all government sectors and society. AMR is regarded as a major concern for Global Health Security, and is also considered as one of the most important matters in Georgia.
Important steps were taken in direction of antimicrobial resistance during the past few years in Georgia:
· Government approved antimicrobial resistance national strategy, which was created in accordance with European Strategic Action Plan on AMR 
· Antibiotics are only available through doctor’s prescription
· The national antimicrobial resistance committee was formed 
· Antimicrobial resistance surveillance capability is being strengthened 
· The legislation on infection prevention and  control (IPC)-related issues has been renewed
· Awareness increased and knowledge improved of antimicrobial resistance. 
· Internationally-approved guidelines on antibiotic therapy are available for all medical society in Georgian language
Some of the future planned activities include banning the use of antibiotics for growth promotion, and preparation of an action plan on tackling antibiotic resistance from Food Safety perspective. Importantly, it is necessary to emphasize that Georgia has been receiving massive international support in regards of AMR, with U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and WHO being the most significantly involved stakeholders. 
The specific objectives of the antimicrobial resistance national are as follows: 
· Establishing and Maintaining Coordination and Surveillance	
· Surveillance of the Use of Antibiotics	
· Epidemiological Surveillance of Antibiotic Resistance	
· Strengthening Infection Prevention and Control	
· Microbiological Laboratory Capacity Building	
· Ensure Rational Use of Antibiotics	
· Increase National Awareness and Improve Knowledge of antimicrobial resistance	
· Food Safety and Animal Feed Safety.


Additional Information: 
One of the key principles of the antimicrobial resistance national strategy is to establish close cooperation between the state, international, non-governmental and private sectors. The Government of Georgia recognizes that the effort made by the state to combat antimicrobial resistance will prove to be ineffective without the active support and participation and a larger role of civil society.
· Georgia has joined the the Global Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance System (GLASS), the Central Asian and Eastern European Surveillance of Antimicrobial Resistance (CAESAR) and Baltic Antibiotic Resistance collaborative Network (BARN)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Microbiology laboratory national network (which includes 16 laboratories) has been established 
· The European Committee on Antimicrobial Susceptibility Testing (EUCAST) standards were implemented in microbiologic laboratories.
In the frames of Cooperative Agreement 1627 between National Center for Disease Control and Public Health of Georgia and US CDC, a project is running with the aim of promoting the development and implementation of activities, directed towards prevention of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) by improving healthcare associated infections (HAIs); institutionalizing sound Infection Prevention Control (IPC) practices through the development of National IPC policies and guidelines; building laboratory capacity for HAIs and AMR testing; and promoting antibiotic stewardship. Following activities are on-going in the frames of the project:
· Surveillance of the use of antibiotics
· Promotion of antibiotic stewardship 
· Strengthening infection prevention and control
· Microbiological laboratory capacity building
· Increase awareness and improve knowledge of AMR among medical personnel. 
The project “Proof-of-Principle Antimicrobial Resistance Routine Diagnostics Surveillance Study in Georgia” is being implemented with the support of WHO. In the framework of the project the following activities took place: 
· Prevalence of blood stream infections (BSIs) has been studied
· Causal pathogens of BSIs and their antibiotic susceptibility has been determined
· The value of clinical microbiology has been demonstrated to clinicians
· National AMR reference laboratory capacity has been strengthened in terms of antimicrobial resistance surveillance capability. 
Increase awareness and improve knowledge of antimicrobial resistance is one of important components of antimicrobial resistance national strategy.  It considers activities which were implemented:
· Postgraduate training modules on rational use of antibiotics and infection control have been elaborated
· The Sanford Guide to Antimicrobial Therapy has been translated and published into Georgian language
· Awareness campaigns were conducted for general population on consumption of antibiotics
· AMR awareness resources developed and distributed at healthcare facilities.

