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                    14 - 15 June, 2018
                       Batumi, Georgia
               AGENDA
(DRAFT)
	14 June     

	09:30-10:00
	Registration/Morning Coffee 
	Hotel Hilton Batumi

	10:00-11:00
	Opening of the Conference 


	Official Welcome 

Mr. Mikheil Janelidze
Vice Prime Minister, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia  

Keynote Speakers:

H.E. Giorgi Margvelashvili
President of Georgia

H.E. Giorgi Kvirikashvili
Prime Minister of Georgia

H.E. Irakli Kobakhidze
Chairman of the Parliament of Georgia

Mr. Christian Danielsson  
Director General, DG for European Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations, 
European Commission

Welcome

Mr. Zurab Pataradze
Chairman of the Government of the Autonomous Republic of Adjara

	11:00–13:00 
	Session 1 – Eastern Partnership After the Brussels Summit – Opportunities for the Future Cooperation 

Vision of the upcoming Austrian Presidency of the Council of the EU on the Eastern Partnership; 20 deliverables for 2020 - focusing on key priorities and tangible results; Bilateral and multilateral cooperation formats between the Eastern Partnership countries and the EU; Georgia’s RoadMap2EU – doing more and getting closer









 
	Format: Moderated Discussion

Moderator: 

Ambassador Thomas  Buchsbaum 
Special Envoy on Eastern Partnership of the Federal Ministry of Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs of Austria 

Speakers:    

Mr. Mikheil Janelidze 
Vice Prime Minister, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia

Mr. Christian Danielsson  
Director General, DG for European Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations, 
European Commission

Ms. Daniela Morari
State Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration of the Republic of Moldova (TBC) 

Mr. Samad Seyidov
Chairman of the Committee on Foreign and Interparliamentary Relation, National Assembly of Azerbaijan

Mr. Armen Ashotyan 
Chairman of the Standing Committee on Foreign Relations, National Assembly of the Republic 
of Armenia

Mr. Valery Voronetsky
Chairman of Permanent Commission on International Affairs of the House of Representatives of Belarus
         
Followed by Q&A

	13:00–14:00
	Lunch


	14:00–15:30
	Session 2 – Towards Stronger Europe -Enlargement as a Powerful Foreign Policy Tool for the EU


Summary of the Bulgarian Presidency of the Council of the EU; EU-Western Balkans Strategy – a credible enlargement perspective; Approximation with the EU – lessons learned and sharing experience.



	Format: Moderated Discussion 

Moderator: 

Mr. Vano Chkhikvadze 
EU Integration Program Manager Open Society Georgia Foundation




Speakers: 

Ms. Tamar Khulordava  
Chairperson of the Committee on European Integration of the
Parliament of Georgia
 
Ms. Tea Tsulukiani 
Minister of Justice of Georgia (TBC) 

Mr. Yuri Sterk 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Bulgaria  

Mr. Martin Košatka
Junior Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic

Followed by Q&A

	15:30-16:00
	Coffee Break

	16:00–17:30 
	Session 3 – Regional Security Architecture – Enhancing Partnership and Cooperation 

Unresolved conflicts – the main challenge for stable development of the Eastern Partnership countries; EU’s “Global Strategy” - opportunities to strengthen security cooperation; EU-Georgia Strategic Security Dialogue – deliverables and further steps; Cooperation in the area of strategic communications to address the hybrid threats.
	Format: Chatham House Rules

Moderator: 
Mr. Michal Baranowski
Director, German Marshal Fund, Warsaw Office (TBC)

Speakers: 

Mr. Levan Izoria
Minister of Defense of Georgia

Mr. Luc Devigne
Director for Russia, Eastern partnership, Central Asia and OSCE Deputy Managing Director for Europe and Central Asia, EEAS

Mr. Irakli Sesiashvili
Chairman of Defense and Security Committee, Parliament of Georgia
  
Mr. Bartosz Cichocki
Undersecretary of State for Security, Eastern Policy and American Policy 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland

Followed by Q&A

	19:00–21:00
	Reception hosted by Austria Development Agency (ADA)                     Hotel Hilton Batumi, Sky bar Nephele, 20th floor

	21:00–22:30 
	Night Owl Session – 
EU’s Eastern Policy
	Format: Chatham House Rules

Moderator: 

Ambassador Natalie Sabanadze
Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary to the Kingdom of Belgium and the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, Head of the Mission 
of Georgia to the EU

Speakers: 

Ms. Tamar Chugoshvili 
The First Deputy Chairperson of Parliament of Georgia (TBC) 

Ms. Sophio Katsarava 
Chairperson of the Foreign Relations Committee of the Parliament of Georgia (TBC)

Mr. Lawrence Meredith
Director Neighbourhood East, DG for Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations, European Commission (TBC) 

Mr. Darius Skusevicius
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania

Ambassador Janos Herman
Head of the EU Delegation to Georgia 

	15 June 
    

	10:30–11:00
	Registration/Morning Coffee
	Hotel Hilton Batumi

	11:00-12:30 
	Session 1 – Better Connectivity within the Region and with the Global Economy 

East-West trade and transit corridor - - ongoing projects and new initiatives; DCFTA – benefits harvested and future perspectives; Ensuring energy security through supply diversification.  
	Format: Moderated Discussion

Moderator: 

Ms. Nino Chikovani
President of Georgian Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

Speakers: 

Mr. Genadi Arveladze 
Deputy Minister of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia
 
Mr. Väino Reinart
Undersecretary for Economic and Development Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Estonia

Ms. Dana Meager 
Deputy Minister of Finance of the Slovak Republic 

Ambassador Andreas Peschke
Special Envoy for Eastern Europe, South Caucasus and 
Central Asia
Federal Foreign Office of Germany


Followed by Q&A

	12:30-13:30 
	Lunch 


	13:30–15:00
	Session 2 - Sectoral Integration with the EU 

Enhancing sectoral dimension of the institutional cooperation; Development of sectoral policies in accordance with the EU practices; Participation in the EU community programmes and specialized agencies (including Erasmus+, Creative Europe, Horizon 2020, ENPARD)– an important tool to promote compatibility of institutions and share best European practices; Unlocking future prospects in science, education, innovations and new technologies.  







	Format: Moderated Discussion

Moderator: 

Aleksi Aleksishvili
Chairman and CEO at Policy and Management Consulting Group

Speakers: 

Mr. Mikheil Chkhenkeli
Minister of Education and Science 
of Georgia

Ms. Maria Cristina Russo
Director for International Cooperation, DG for Research and Innovation, European Commission

Mr. Levan Davitashvili
Minister of Environmental Protection and Agriculture of Georgia


Followed by Q&A

	20:00
	Gala Dinner (Hotel Hilton Batumi)
On the Occasion of the 100th Anniversary of Georgia’s 
First Democratic Republic 
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