Information
A series of important measures was taken over the past few years to enhance asylum system in Georgia as well as to facilitate the integration of persons holding refugee and humanitarian status. Relevant legislation was strengthened and aligned with international standards. 
From 2011 Georgia has received more than 4000 asylum-seekers granting international protection for 1,400. 
Georgia has adopted a new law of Georgia “On International Protection” that is in line with 1951 UN Convention and its 1967 protocol. The new Law entered into force from 1 February 2017, it establishes temporary protection; special procedures for persons with specific needs; specifies general principles and strengthens procedural safeguards at all stages of the asylum procedure; sets procedural guarantees for unaccompanied minors in asylum procedure as well as guiding principles for reviewing asylum applications from child asylum-seekers; it elaborates rights and freedoms of persons in need of international protection and provides them with more favourable protection.
As a priority issue, MRA supports integration of refugees and humanitarian status holders by implementing various activities. From this year there will become functional the integration canter, which will increase integration opportunities for persons holding international protection. Integration program in Georgia guarantees the right of their social and cultural integration. 
· Asylum-seekers, refugees and humanitarian status holders are involved in State Health Program, according to which they enjoy the same benefits from the Georgian Healthcare System as Georgian citizens. 
· Asylum-seekers, refugees and humanitarian status holders enjoy the same rights as citizens of Georgia in the field of education: they are provided with pre-school education, as well as general education programs.  
· Under Georgian legislation and international obligations asylum-seekers, refugees and humanitarian status holders have right to work. In this regard they have the same social rights as the aliens in case of self-employment, as for the hired work – they enjoy the same rights as the citizens of Georgia.
· Starting from March 1, 2014 the monthly allowance for Refugees and Humanitarian status holders is considered 45 GEL like IDPs. Asylum seekers can be granted with monthly allowances to rent accommodation. 
In cooperation with the Ministry of Health, Labour and Social Welfare of Georgia, MRA spares no chance to enhance its system as regards to unaccompanied minors since they are vulnerable persons. The terms of treatment regarding the unaccompanied minor asylum-seekers are of utmost importance for Georgia. They are provided with caregivers and asylum procedures are conducted taking into consideration their vulnerability. Georgian asylum system also guarantees providing proper accommodation for the unaccompanied minors. The policy objectives for processing asylum claims from children who submit an application in their own right are to ensure that: the welfare of the child is paramount at all times; the child is cared for by appropriate adults or agencies with safeguarding responsibilities being met;the best interests of the child are a primary consideration at all times; claims from unaccompanied children are prioritized; Information about the asylum claim is collected in an appropriate way with decisions made promptly and communicated to the child in a way that acknowledges their age, maturity and particular vulnerabilities. 
· Since 2015, a special educational program is introduced aiming at studying Georgian language for the school-age refugees, humanitarian status holders and asylum seekers and they are already involved in studying courses. 
· The Government of Georgia fully finances the service of asylum-seekers 2 Reception Centres designated for 132 persons in Martkopi.
· Asylum-seekers, refugee and humanitarian status holders have access to qualified and free legal assistance and representation in court from 2016. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Refugees have simplified procedures for granting citizenship of Georgia: the refugees are excluded from the obligations to have work experience in Georgia, or ownership of business or shares and obligations in the enterprises. As for the obligations for the refugees for the naturalizations, as such knowledge of Georgian language and History of Georgia, the MRA guarantees their access to such services in coordination with other institutions. 
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