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Honourable Dr. Jakab, esteemed members of the Standing Committee, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

It is with great pleasure to welcome all of you in Tbilisi.
 
It is a great honor  for us that Georgia is hosting the second session of the twenty fifth Standing Committee of the Regional Committee for Europe, especially, considering the fact that the first time in our history, Georgia is chairing the SCRC for one year term (2017-2018), which makes us to feel with proud as well as – with special responsibility. And thank you for being with us at this important moment.

Georgia is a member of WHO since May 1992 and we are proud that over the years close collaboration has been established between the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social affairs of Georgia and its agencies and respective technical units of the Regional Office for Europe, WHO financial mechanism, the WHO country office to Georgia and WHO headquarters in Geneva. 

From the very beginning WHO collaboration and support significantly contributed to the development of Georgian healthcare system. WHO provides the leadership on global health matters, shaping the healthcare agenda and policies in Georgia, experts and consultants regularly visit Georgia to provide technical assistance and expertise to our staff and professionals in their efforts to meet the country’s needs and requirements. Georgian medical professionals participate in WHO meetings, including conferences, workshops and trainings on a regular basis, which has a prominent impact to the strong capacity-building in the country. In line with WHO policy, the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs on a yearly basis actively participates in the work of WHO governing bodies, World Health Assemblies and Regional Committee meetings. 

Biennial Collaborative Agreements between the WHO and Georgia, elaborated through successive stages of discussions between the national health authorities and the regional and country offices of WHO, defines the priorities for collaboration, focusing on the development of National health policies, health strategies and the action plans. Thanks to this collaboration Georgia made significant progress in achieving health-related development goals.  

Universal Healthcare Program was introduced in 2013, which significantly reduced out-of-pocket payments and substantially increased accessibility to the medical aid; thus enabling to expand access to all needed health services and increased financial protection. We are very grateful for WHO’s strong and continuous support, and especially – the WHO financial mechanism, which was prominent in successful launching of the UHC program. We are eager that this collaboration continues in the most productive way till now.   
In order to combat vaccine preventable diseases and strengthen National Immunization Program, activities were implemented in accordance with the global and regional action plans – the comprehensive Multi-year Action Plan for Immunization 2017-2020; as well as Measles-Rubella Global Strategic Plan, new vaccines: Hepatitis B, MMR, Rota, Pneumo, Hexa were introduced and transition to the bivalent Oral Polio Vaccine took place; This year Georgia starts immunization campaign against Human Papilloma Virus; measures have been introduced for effective monitoring of Acute Flaccid Paralysis surveillance - to maintain polio-free status.
Georgia made important steps to strengthen national health information systems:  morbidity and mortality data quality has been improved; Population-based Cancer Registry - an organized system for collecting, storing, analyzing, interpreting and presenting the cancer data, has been implemented. Country profile of health and well-being” was developed in collaboration with the WHO Regional Office for Europe.

Steps were put forward to improve Maternal and Child Health. Introduction of electronic system for antenatal and obstetric services - “Georgian Birth Registry”, which provides continuous monitoring of pregnant women from the first antenatal visit until childbirth is an important step in this direction. The system also registers data about the newborn’s health at birth; selective purchasing of selected services in the area of reproductive health has been introduced.

Significant progress was made in the direction of addressing Communicable Diseases: Hepatitis Elimination Strategy has been elaborated with the support CDC based on WHO framework and guideline and approved by the Government of Georgia; National Strategy for Antimicrobial Resistance was elaborated; progress has been made to fight Tuberculosis/Multidrug resistance Tuberculosis (MDR-TB), Influenza, HIV/AIDS/STI, including the process of obtaining status of “Free Mother to Child transmission of HIV and Syphilis”, work continued towards Malaria elimination.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In the direction of strengthening the National Surveillance System and Laboratory Capacities for communicable diseases – 3 laboratories within the Lugar Center (polio, measles/rubella, influenza) are getting WHO accreditation annually and 5 laboratories are included in the WHO laboratory network (Rota, meningitis, AMR and others).

In order to address the challenge of Non-Communicable Diseases Georgia has been developing integrated NCD prevention and control policies and strategies. STEPs Surveys was conducted in collaboration with WHO; significant progress has been made in the direction of Tobacco Control with the adoption of amendments to the national laws by the Parliament of Georgia, Cancer Strategy has been introduced and Population-based Cancer Registry was implemented, which plays a significant role in terms of gathering qualitative data of cancer incidence and prevalence. After the introduction of cancer registry, the registered incidence of malignant neoplasms significantly improved; National Environmental Health Action Plan (NEHAP) has been elaborated.

As a member of the Executive Board, I had an honour to attend last week the 4th special session of the WHO Executive Board and take part in the discussions over the draft thirteenth general programme of work for 2019-2023. It is worth mentioning that the draft document is committed to the Sustainable Development Goals and to the priorities set in the Health 2020: the European policy framework and strategy for health and well-being for the 21st century. 
In the draft general program is underlined the high-impact of increased and more complex health emergencies on human health, societal cohesion, security and economies, driven by converging risks and vulnerabilities such as population growth, migration, environmental exploitation, climate change, emergence of antimicrobial resistance etc. In order to counter these threats, WHO is committed to intensify its efforts to support countries in strengthening health systems to progress towards universal health coverage; to build and sustain resilient national, regional and global capacities required to keep the world safe from epidemics and other health emergencies and ensure that populations have rapid access to essential lifesaving health services; as well as to support countries to drive progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals in order to promote health and keep the world safe.

We are proud to be in line with and are driven to be further committed to WHO priorities and policies for ensuring better health to our populations. Therefore we are extremely grateful that the first time we were granted an opportunity to present our work in the healthcare field to this extremely representative auditory. Now, let me give the floor to the Deputy Minister– Dr. Nino Berdzuli who will in detail present the achievements we were able to reach and challenges we face in this direction.
