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SUMMARY OF PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Dr. Berdzuli’s over 15 years wide-ranging international experience in maternal, newborn and reproductive health, and health systems strengthening developed through a variety of roles with John Snow, Inc, clinical practice and high level government position. She has specific technical competencies in maternal and newborn health evidence-based policy and program development, institutional and human resource capacity building, clinical and health services research, health care quality management, and design and implementation of large scale health programs. She has conducted research and has published and spoken extensively on a range of maternal and newborn health issues including evidence-based programming and health outcomes; policy barriers to program implementation, UHC and maternal health coverage, etc. 
Dr. Berdzuli served as technical expert and coordinated technical efforts with WHO, World Bank, UNICEF, UNFPA and other technical agencies, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, private foundations and businesses and ensured strategic leverage of networks and resources. She has first-hand knowledge of the challenges faced by civil society and governments in different regions of the world. She worked and provided technical advice to government institutions and health programs in Albania, Azerbaijan, Brazil, Ethiopia, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kosovo, Kyrgyzstan, Nepal, Russia, South Africa, Tajikistan, Jordan, and Ukraine. 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2015 – to present 




Ministry of Labor, Health and

Deputy Minister 




Social Affairs







            Tbilisi, Georgia

2013 – 2015







USAID SUSTAIN









Georgia










John Snow, Inc

Chief of Party  Provided technical leadership and management for USAID-funded multimillion health program in Georgia. Advised and provided technical support to the Georgia Ministry of Labor, Health and Social Affairs and health institutions on maternal/child health and reproductive health policy/strategy development, health services reorganization, and developing quality management system; provided technical expertise and support to private hospital networks in developing and implementing strategies and plans for hospital-wide quality improvement. 
2009 – 2013





 


John Snow, Inc. 











Arlington, Virginia

Senior Technical Advisor Provided management support, technical guidance and corporate quality assurance for portfolio of USAID’s bilateral public health contracts and cooperative agreements for programs in Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe, Middle East, Latin America. Provided technical leadership in developing and scaling-up evidence-based and innovative approaches in maternal and newborn health systems strengthening, designing and conducting health systems assessments and health services research (e.g. Maternal and Perinatal Health System Assessment in Kenya, 2013; National Neonatal and Perinatal Mortality Study in Jordan, 2013; Breast Cancer System Assessment in Sao Paolo, Brazil, 2012; Maternal and Newborn Health Care System Assessment in Ukraine, 2012; Reproductive Age Mortality Study in Georgia, 2010). Advised Nepal Ministry of Health on preventing neonatal mortality in Nepal in 2012-2013; Advised and supported Government of Ukraine on Perinatal Regionalization strategy development 2010-2012; Advised and supported Ministry of Health of Jordan in Perinatal Health Strategy Development, 2012-2013;
Served as a technical expert on task forces and technical advisory groups, coordinated technical efforts with WHO, World Bank, UNICEF, UNFPA, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, private foundations and businesses; Served as a technical design expert on project proposals, contributed to resources mobilization efforts and enhanced JSI’s business and technical profile.
2006 -2009








John Snow, Inc. 











Arlington, Virginia

Program Director 
USAID Europe and Eurasia (E&E) Regional Reproductive Health Program Determined strategies and priorities in public and private sector provision of reproductive health in the E&E region – Albania, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Russia, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan; Conducted assessment of RH policy and service delivery capacity in the E&E region to  identify priority areas for  improvement; Provided recommendations to USAID Missions and host country institutions on “Best Practices” in RH programming; Developed Best Practices Tool in Public and Private Sector RH in the E&E Region; Designed and implemented  health workforce development programs aimed at strengthening undergraduate and postgraduate medical education in the region; Conducted oversight of program operations and finances, supervised programmatic and administrative staff, developed program reports.
2004- 2006





JSI Research & Training Institute, Inc








Tbilisi, Georgia
Deputy Chief of Party/Technical Advisor  - Healthy Women in Georgia Program Served as a technical lead for the USAID –funded multimillion project, determined technical strategies and priorities in maternal/child health and FP/RH, examined national policy and health systems barriers for delivering quality maternal/child health and FP/RH services, provided strategic consulting and technical assistance to the Ministry of Health of Georgia for development of evidence-based National Reproductive Health Strategy;  Led development and national scale-up of Effective Perinatal Care program; developed and implemented women health research activities; developed competency-based clinical training programs in maternal health, post-abortion family planning, LAPM of contraception, breast health and cervical cancer; worked with public and private sector to expand the FP/RH services availability, especially in remote areas; supervised technical staff; developed program technical reports.
2003-2004



US Centers for Diseases Control and Public Health







       Center for Chronic Diseases Prevention














    Atlanta, USA

Research Associate Developed guidelines for the national monitoring plans on Micronutrient Deficiencies and Food Fortification for Middle East countries; designed and developed human capacity development plan for nutrition surveillance of member states to improve the monitoring and evaluation in nutrition programs; worked with Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean, World Health Organization (Egypt).

2000 – 2003




NGO Women Wellness Care Alliance HERA






Georgia
Founder and President Galvanized action against breast and cervical cancer in Georgia; served as primary spokesperson and advocate for breast and cervical cancer screening policy development at high-level national meetings; developed and led public-private partnerships efforts; led the fundraising campaigns for the organization; managed collaboration with international organizations and local NGOs, donor community, and media; developed strategies for integration of breast and cervical cancer early detection into primary health care and women’s health care services; 
2000 – 2002
                  Department of Gynecological Oncology


      National Cancer Center
      Tbilisi, Georgia

Gynecologist Conducted extensive clinical work in the department of gynecological oncology; conducted surgeries.
1996-2002






Maternity Hospital #3









Kutaisi, Georgia

Provided management of pregnancies and deliveries; performed C-sections.
EDUCATION

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
Institute of Clinical Medicine/ Institute of

2014-2017
Health Services and Research

Candidate 2017



University of Oslo, Norway

Master of Public Health (MPH)

Emory University (2002-2004)

Rollins School of Public Health
Atlanta, GA, USA

Obstetrician Gynecologist


Tbilisi State Medical University (1997)

Tbilisi, Georgia

Medical Doctor (MD)


Tbilisi State Medical University (1990-1996)







Tbilisi, Georgia

Licensure/Certification:     
           Board Certified Obstetrician & Gynecologist 

                                                                        Tbilisi, Georgia
Related Continuing Education



2013
Health Care Quality Management, Harvard School of Public Health


Harvard University, Boston

2004 
Organization of Perinatal Health Services


Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology and Perinatal Medicine, Emory University School of Medicine, Atlanta, Georgia, USA
2003
Principles of STI/HIV Research, University of Washington, Seattle, Washington, USA
2001
Advanced Life Support in Obstetrics (ALSO), Certificate, Tbilisi, Georgia.

1999 -2000
Visiting Doctor, Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology and Perinatal Medicine, Emory University School of Medicine, Atlanta, Georgia, USA
1999
Public Health and Primary Health Care Management and Leadership, Lund University, Karolinska Institute, Sweden

LANGUAGE SKILLS
English: Fluent

Russian: Fluent

Georgian: Native
HONORS
Delta Omega Honor Award for Excellent Academic Achievement, Devotion to Public Health Principles and Outstanding Service in Public Health, Rollins School of Public Health, Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia, USA, 2004
Edmund Muskie Freedom Support Act Fellow Award, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, USA Department of States, 2002 -2004
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