Scenario: The Ambassador will arrive and will be met by CDC Tbilisi and DTRA staff; Ambassador will sit in the middle of a panel at the front of the conference room; he will speak from the panel table and not have a lectern.

10:00
Ambassador arrives, is met by Juliette Morgan, Eric Tongren, and DTRA team

10:05
Welcome speech Dr. Juliette Morgan, Country Director, US CDC SC Office

10:10
FELTP Cohort 7 graduation speech, Dr. Eric Tongren, SC/FELTP Director, US CDC SC Office South Caucasus Field Epidemiology and Laboratory Training Program

10:15

Deputy Minister (TBC) of Labor Health and Social Affairs of Georgia

10:20

Ambassador Ian Kelly, Embassy of United States of America to Georgia

10:25

Defense Threat Reduction Agency Representative

10:30 

Representative of Ministry of Health of Armenia

10:35

Representative of Ministry of Health of Azerbaijan

10:40

Representative of Ministry of Agriculture of Ukraine

10:45
Dr. Paata Imnadze, Deputy Director, National Center for Disease Control and Public Health of Georgia NCDC    
10:50
Ambassador will hand out SC-FELTP graduation certificates with Representatives from MoH in Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Ukraine; (Ambassador will hand out the certificate, the graduate will shake hands with Ambassador, the graduate will stand between the Minister and Ambassador and take a picture)

11:00

Graduation ceremony concludes, group photo with graduates

11:05

Ambassador departs

Points:
Attend and speak at the CDC-sponsored Ceremony and Presentation of Certificates to Graduates of the South Caucasus Field Epidemiology and Laboratory Training Program (SC-FELTP)

Stand-up media message:

· The United States is pleased to support such an important public health program that involves the partnership of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, and now Ukraine.  

· We are also grateful to Georgia and the NCDC for providing the classroom facilities and logistical support for this important regional training.  

· In 2009, the US CDC launched a rigorous, two year-long Field Epidemiology and Laboratory Training Program for countries in the South Caucasus. This training is modeled after similar training in the United States.  So far, 132 public health experts from the South Caucasus have completed the training. 
· The goals of the training are to strengthen the capacity of national epidemiologists and laboratory specialists to detect and respond to communicable animal and human disease threats. 

· Since the start of this training program in 2009, its accomplished graduates have investigated many disease outbreaks, presented their work at international conferences, and helped their respective countries to adopt improved control measures following investigation of disease outbreaks.

Background:  After two years of intensive classroom and fieldwork, SC/FELTP will graduate its 7th cohort of residents.  Out of the 16 students (3 from Armenia, 4 from Azerbaijan, 7 from Georgia, and 2 from Ukraine), 9 are medical doctors/epidemiologists, 4 are veterinarians, and 3 are laboratory specialists from both human and vet fields.  Your participation will draw attention to the important partnerships that CDC maintains with the Georgian National Center for Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC), Georgia's Ministries of Health and Agriculture, and similar agencies from Armenia, Azerbaijan, , and Ukraine.  This will be the first graduation for the pilot of Ukrainian participation which started in 2015.  It is envisioned that an independent Ukraine FETP will launch in January 2018.  It will also demonstrate official US support for international public health partnerships that improve the capacity of regional health experts to detect and respond to animal and human disease threats. Given the financial situation, this might also be the last or second to the last SC-FELTP graduation under the auspices of the CDC. 
The South Caucasus Regional Program for the countries of Georgia, Azerbaijan and Armenia, is hosted at the Georgia National Center for Disease Control and Public Health, Ukraine joined the program from 2014.  The FELTP is a two year program in applied epidemiology and laboratory management and is modeled after the two year training CDC Atlanta conducts, which by the way, most of the current Tbilisi-based CDC staff themselves (Drs. Tongren, Khetsuriani and Morgan) have done. This training emphasizes the practical application of classroom training through mentorship to solve challenges posed by detection, response to, and effective control of disease outbreaks. The goals of the program are to strengthen the capacity of national epidemiologists and laboratory specialists in the principles of evidence-based public health and create a self-fulfilling source of future epidemiologist for the national institutes that deal with public health.  The training curriculum includes topics such as epidemiology methods, study design, biostatistics, rapid survey methods, public health surveillance, disease outbreak investigation, laboratory management, public health communications and advocacy, writing for the scientific literature, and making clear presentations. Epidemiologists and other specialists from CDC Atlanta also provide teaching assistance.

The US government supports the SC-FELTP financially by the collaboration of four US government programs: Department of Health and Human Services Office of Global Health Affairs; Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Center for Global Health; Department of State Biosecurity Engagement Program; and Department of Defense Threat Reduction Agency. Georgia NCDC graciously provides the office facilities and logistic support for outbreak investigation.  The US government has supported SC-FELTP since 2009 and SC-FELTP is breaking new ground in Cohort 7 by inviting two Ukrainians in efforts to launch their own FELTP program in the future.  

