Your Excellency, Dear Colleagues, Graduates, ladies and Gentlemen,
It is my pleasure to attend this graduation Ceremony on behalf of the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia.

First of all, I would like to renew to the Government of the United States and all its agencies operating in Georgia, the assurance of my highest respect and acknowledgments for continuous support, reliable partnership, tremendous investments and fruitful collaboration in the field of health for over the years. 
We are immensely grateful that through US Government financial support various public health programs have been implemented. In particular, I would like to outline the importance of launching South Caucasus Field Epidemiology and Laboratory Training Program (SC-FELTP) for countries in the South Caucasus.  I am more than happy to hear that 132 public health experts from the South Caucasus region have completed this training course since 2009, which is significant step forward for improving response on diseases outbreaks. To strengthen capacity of national epidemiologists and laboratory specialists to detect and respond to communicable diseases treats is one of the major priorities for our country. 
We are happy that our neighboring countries – Ukraine, Azerbaijan and Armenia were also given an opportunity to participate in this training course and this is significant demonstration of international public health partnership. I believe that the training course graduates will make contribution to improve their respective countries public health field.
I would also like to take this opportunity and express my sincere gratitude to the Honorable Ambassador Ian Kelly for outstanding support and contribution to the development of health care system in Georgia. 
We reiterate the significance of the experience and support that US government rendered to our country within the framework of US-Georgia partnership and believe that our joint collaboration will continue for the successful development of health care field in Georgia.
Congratulations to you all, and I wish you the very best in all your endeavors.
