

Recommendation Letter for Women Wellness Care Alliance HERA
To Whom It May Concern,
It is with great pleasure that I write this letter in support of the Awareness Raising, Sensitization and Advocacy Efforts for Preventing Gender-biased Sex Selection proposal. 
Research conducted suggests that genderbiased sex selection occurs also in Georgia that is due to latent preference for boys in Georgian society, declining fertility rates, and the combination of access to ultrasound and abortion that has made prenatal sex selection possible, enabling couples to select its gender composition. The Ministry of Labor, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia has undertaken number of measures in an attempt to address this issue  and passed the ministerial decree to restrict the use of ultrasound technology for sex-selection purposes. However, broader measures are required to address underlying social preferences and gender inequalities and particularly, education and awareness raising campaigns to change people’s mindsets, attitude and understanding of long-term consequences of sex imbalance at birth.
HERA has been proposing creative solutions in areas of women’s health improvement and empowerment. Annual Race for the Cure®, a signature public campaign run by the HERA, is one of the most effective fundraising and community awareness and outreach activities in Georgia that support our efforts to fight breast cancer as a life threatening disease in Georgia. In addition, HERA’s educational activities for health care professionals on various areas of reproductive health have been based on accurate and evidence based medical achievements.  
This project of awarenes raising of preventing gender-biased sex selection will bring closer to the goal of fulfilling the human rights law to respect, protect and fulfil the human rights of girls and women. Given HERA’s long-term experience in implementing unique community-based participatory programs and large scale awareness raising campaigns we confidently recommend HERA to run this program.
Sincerely,
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