Children Rights

Children living/working on the streets
In 2013, the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia, with support of UNICEF and the European Union, launched a special programme that implies complex measures, such as:

Identification of children living/working on streets (outreach) by multidisciplinary mobile groups (a psychologist, a social worker, a peer educator), and referral to services offered in day care centers, 24-hour shelters. 

Day care centers and shelters provide services to cover basic needs, including psychological support, developmental opportunities, and the preparation of children for longer-term placements in foster care and small group homes. 

The services are developed in 3 big cities:  

1) 4 mobile groups – working in a field with the purpose of gaining children’s confidence and establishing primary contact with them; 

2) 6 day care centers in 4 big cities; 

3) 6, 24-hour shelters – each for 10-15 places;



By 2017 more than 839 children were identified. Up to 120 children benefited from day centers, 39 were placed in alternative services, 18 reintegrated, 71 children started to school, ID’s were issued for 108 children, 39 families received emergency aid (food, clothes, home appliances and furniture),  more than 100 children left the streets. 


The percentage of ethnical belonging is distributed as follows: Georgian – 52.6%, Roma – 25%, Azeri Kurds – 17.4%, other – 5%.


There are a low percentage of children living/working on the streets, who come from child care institutions
In order to acquire a better understanding of phenomenon of “street children” in Georgia (mobility and migration patterns, nature of tasks performed by children, factors and characteristics that lead a child to live/work in the streets such as socio economic situation of families, discrimination and ethnicity, dysfunctional families, etc.) and to develop of recommendations with the objectives of improving policy responses and existing services  UNICEF and MoLHSA initiated  a new research in 2017 on the matter of street children in Georgia.  

Deinstitutionalization process and accessibility of services for disabled children:

As it is known, Georgia succeeded in deinstitutionalization of state owned big institutions for children deprived parental care. Almost all (46) such facilities have been closed and more than 5000 children have been reintegrated into biological families or placed at alternative, family type services - SGH and foster care. The process was less effectively in the case of children with disabilities and for the moment, 2 institutions for disabled children continue operating where up to 80 children are placed (0-10 years and 10-18 years). More than 200 disabled children are in foster care, 30 disabled children are in small group homes. By the end of 2016 the first specialized small family-type house was opened for children with severe disabilities. By the end of the current year is planned open one more such house and additional 3 houses in the upcoming 2-3 years, so that we would able close all large facilities for disabled children. 
In the past few years types of services as well as accessibility to services for disabled children (funding of services, number of beneficiaries enrolled in programs, number of providers) increased.  In 2010, services mainly were concentrated into 2-3 cities of the country. Currently different types of services are available in more than 20 municipalities of the country. But   geographic coverage of the services in the country is still low. Government’s current policy is focused on continuity and strengthening of existing trends.

Should be noted that besides of financing, there are other barriers and limitations, such as: insufficient human resources and lack of service providers, particularly in remote areas. Government works with donors, with busyness sector, professional associations and with civil society in order to enhance further development of services. 
High attention is paid to service quality control, which is being standardized   and monitored. In 2014, Service Monitoring Division in the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia was established. It provides the control over the fulfillment of existing child care standards within the state funded services.
After the monitoring it issues relevant recommendations for the providers and for responsible state agencies. 


At the same time work continuous to improve legal framework and harmonize it with international standards, especially concerning rights of children, persons with disabilities and elderly and their protection against all forms of violence.
Regulation private and religious institutions 
First of all it should be underlined, that so called religious children’s institutions (great majority of them) actually, are not child care institutions, but boarding schools, and the main reasons for families to place children there by our preliminary estimations are desire to better education and poverty.  Children are not deprived of parental care and most of them have close relations with their families. Therefore they cannot be taken under care of authorized body of guardianship and such institutions could not be considered as child care institutions. On the other hand, the problem is that these institutions are beyond the regulations of MOE, which is authorized to regulate boarding schools.
According to the old Law on licensing of child care activities, child care institutions (including boarding schools, subordinated to religious organizations) were not obliged to hold the license, if children living there were not deprived of parental care. Therefore, they operated without any regulation and implementation of governmental policy in such institutions was very limited. That is why, in June 2016, Parliament of Georgia approved the new law on licensing of child care activities. The new law obliges all child care facilities, carrying out 24 hour service for more than 3 months obtain license for child care activity. 
In order to separate religious children’s institutions by their real designations/functions (what of them are educational –boarding schools and what of them- child care) together with the MOE now we are in the process of establishing joint working group that will assess all such institution,  children in them and their families, that will enable us identify exact profile of institutions, reasons for placement and needs of families and to plan and implement respective actions, such as supportive social programs and education opportunities and promote returning children in their families and only in cases when the child could be recognized as a deprived of parental care take her/him under state care and place them in family type service.

State pursues the dialogue with representatives of private child care institutions with a view to accomplishing the de-institutionalization process by closing non-public residential institutions and strengthening support to families and alternative care options. 

Difference:

1) Majority of children placed in institutions subordinated to Georgian Orthodox Church are deprived of parental care and are enrolled according to existing regulations. SSA
2) Primary designation of these institutions is not education, but child care.

3) Institutions subordinated to Georgian Orthodox Church are licensed in 2013.

Social workers

We acknowledge that number of social workers is not sufficient and that further development of quality services will not possible without qualified, motivated and sufficient number of social workers. Therefore gradual increase in number of social workers will be considered.  

Child Poverty
According to the research held by UNICEF in 2012, the poverty level among children was higher comparing to other groups of population and up to 77000 children were below the poverty threshold. 
To respond the situation, MoLSHA with support the UNICEF and WB in 2013 started work for improving the assessment methodology and administration schemes. The purpose was to change methodology so that it could better reflect needs of children and families with children and increase the targeting of the program. In 2015 changes have been introduced and in accordance with the new system, chances for families with children to be included into the program have been significantly increased. Moreover, additional benefit for children has been introduced, implying 10 GEL for each child coming from families, whose rating score does not exceed 100 000. 
According to the recent surveys, in 2015 child poverty level decreased. If in 2009 general poverty (less than 2.5 USD) was 49%, in 2013-28.4%, 2015 is - 21,7%.  And extreme poverty (less than 1.25 USD) decreased from 6% in 2013 to 2.5% in 2015.
Improving statistics of extreme poverty among children is resulted of changing of methodology of assessing social-economic status of socially vulnerable households. The new methodology better reflects needs of households with children and accordingly more children are beneficiaries of the assistance. In addition specific child benefit was introduced for children under 16 living in families with the score under 100001.  
The new methodology is focused on new easily verifiable and potentially income generating items; (income, salary, land, car, another apartment/house). Previously used variables such as household appliances (refrigerator, heater, stove, TV etc) do not influence the score. Subjective assessment of the social agent doesn’t impact the score anymore as in previous methodologies. The methodology also takes into consideration family needs, such as persons with disabilities, persons suffering with chronic disease, children, pensioners etc. 
The new methodology has introduced a differentiated system of cash benefit that is based on the score that shows level of vulnerability, so that poorest households get more assistance.  

