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Scope and purpose
Background

Influenza is an underappreciated contributor to global mortality and morbidity and has significant economic consequences. There is a need for reliable disease burden estimates especially from low- and middle-income countries to provide a better understanding of the impact of influenza in vulnerable communities or subpopulations. These national estimates are needed to make informed evidence-based decisions when allocating scarce resources and planning intervention strategies to limit the spread of the disease and minimize associated costs. The WHO Regional Office for Europe (the Regional Office) continues to support ongoing efforts to reduce influenza-related morbidity and mortality by strengthening surveillance for mild and severe influenza and assist countries in using this surveillance data to estimate the burden of seasonal influenza. 
The Regional Office is organizing a workshop to define disease burden for seasonal influenza in 6 the countries in the WHO European Region (Croatia, Bulgaria, Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Georgia and Turkey). 

Objectives

The overall aim of the workshop is to assist countries in estimating disease burden from seasonal influenza using their national surveillance and hospital data by employing the WHO Manual for Estimating Disease Burden Associated with Seasonal Influenza in a Population. 
Target audience

The target audience for the workshop is: 

· The Influenza focal point

· Influenza surveillance data manager

Working language

The working language will be English. 
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