ERA
European Union Agency for Railways
(ევროკავშირის რკინიგზის სააგენტო)

Location: Valenciennes, France
ERA is an agency of the European Union and its main mission is to help integration of European railway systems by making trains safer and able to cross national borders without stopping.
Tasks of the agency:
· Devises the technical and legal framework for creating a Single European Railway Area (SERA) as mandated under European Union law;
· Creates a harmonised approach to safety, removing technical barriers, advancing the single European Train Control and Communication System (ERTMS);
· Promotes simplified access for customers for the European rail sector;
· Issues vehicle authorisations, safety certificates;
· Promotes European standards in the international arena.

Tangible contribution:

The European Union Agency for Railways generates the technical and legal framework for the Single European Railway Area (SERA). By 2020, the traditional mandate will be extended to that of a European authority issuing rail vehicle authorisations, safety certificates, and approval for the European Rail Traffic Management System (ERTMS). Rail companies benefit from reduced cost and making rail transport more competitive. The Agency is active in shaping the framework for innovation in railways. At international level, the Agency advocates European standards and chairs an initiative to deepen global collaboration.

Members:  EU member states, European Commission, Norway.

Cooperation mechanisms: open for the third countries.

Cooperation with Georgia/State of play: no activity.

Benefits: Cooperation with ERA will help to bring  Georgian railway standarts closer to the European standards.

Lead: Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development

Agency’s website: www.era.europa.eu/Pages/Home.aspx.


