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"Health for all: commit to universal health coverage”

President,

Mister Director General,

Excellencies 

I speak on behalf of the EU and its Member States.

[Aligning paragraph]

Universal health coverage is a worthy goal which requires more than а verbal commitment. It is also a shared goal enshrined in the pledge to achieve the highest attainable standard of health for all. Therefore ensuring equitable access to people-centred, integrated, high-quality health services, access to affordable medicine and promoting the well-being for all at all ages should be at the forefront of our common efforts. To achieve it we need a strategic, sustained and multilevel cooperation as well as targeted actions to reach the most vulnerable groups in our societies.

Let us also not forget that health is a right to all and that inequality matters. It reduces growth, discourages development and hinders inclusive and fair world. It is for this reason that all our collective efforts should be directed towards mainstreaming human rights and gender equality.

We count on WHO to actively participate in the UN Development System reform aimed at improving the UN system’s coherence and avoiding fragmentation and duplication of efforts among the system’s funds, programs and specialized agencies, particularly at country level, including by reconfiguration of WHO presence in the field, or sharing back up offices and services.

WHO should be well equipped to assist member states in their endeavors to expand equitable access to health services and to coordinate all partners’ efforts to build sustainable, strong and resilient health systems. We all need an Organization which is ready to tackle the challenges posed by the changing global health landscape in an effective, efficient, responsive and transparent manner. That is why the EU and its member states have strongly and continuously supported the WHO reform. While we recognize the efforts made, many areas are still lacking significant progress. We would like to see speedier, more determined and transparent action in addressing the remaining issues of the reform agenda, especially the Managerial and Governance reform related aspects.
The EU and its member states welcome the Thirteenth General Programme of Work, its overarching goal to ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages and the proposed strategic priorities as fundamental for driving the necessary transformative shift. We agree with the importance of making the right investment choices. In this context the indicated supportive documents should be developed shortly after this Assembly. 

President,
We need inclusive, people-centred, solidary and resilient health systems which can respond to the population needs and public health threats with particular attention to the most vulnerable. We therefore strongly support the DG efforts aimed at continuing the implementation of the emergency reform. We would like to thank the Secretariat for the report containing the draft five-year global strategic plan to improve public health preparedness and response. We support its proposed goals, objectives, pillars and result-oriented monitoring. We welcome the established link between core capacities building and public health systems strengthening.
Finally, we congratulate WHO on the achievements of the last 70 years. As this is the first Assembly under the new WHO leadership we would like to assure the DG in our willingness to work together in a transparent, cooperative and inclusive manner for a stronger, more accountable and reliable WHO which is fit for the years ahead. The EU and its Member States are fully committed to continue supporting and contributing constructively to the reform of the Organization and the other issues placed high on its agenda. 


