ETF
European Training Foundation
(ევროპული განათლების ფონდი)

Location: Turin, Italy
[bookmark: _GoBack]ETF is an agency of the European Union and its mission is to help transition and developing countries to harness the potential of their human capital through the reform of education, training and labour market systems in the context of the EU's external relations policy. 
Tasks of the agency:
· Helps countries bordering the EU to harness the potential of their human capital through the reform of education, training and labour market systems in the context of the EU’s external relations policies;
· Supports countries to improve vocational educational and training to meet labour market needs, leading to economic growth, closer-knit societies and sustainable development through policy analysis, capacity building, networking and sharing information;
· Supports the EU institutions in designing, implementing, monitoring and evaluating EU assistance actions in the human capital field.

Tangible contribution:

Supporting poor, economically fragile EU neighboring countries creates better skilled work forces results in lower unemployment and stronger economic growth. This, in turn, helps to create societies where people have opportunities to build a future at home, helping to reduce uncontrolled migration. Stronger economies in Europe’s neighbouring countries create more opportunities for EU trade and investment. The EU also benefits from qualified workers who can come to Europe legally to fill the skills gaps created by Europe’s ageing population.

Members: EU Member states

Cooperation mechanisms: Open for the third countries

Cooperation with Georgia/State of play:
The Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia has been actively cooperating with the agency for more than 10 years. Georgia is involved in the EU Eastern Partnership Program, which is supported by the ETF.  ETF project “The Torino Process” launched in 2010 .  “The Torino Process” (TRP) is based on the analysis of the policies and practices of vocational education, monitors and evaluates the system itself and improves the policy results. Georgia with the support of the agency has an opportunity to share vocational education reform progress and the overall experience to the local and international community, become familiar with the experience of other countries, and improve the results of the vocational education through developing various partnerships. In 2013-2014, the agency in partnership with the Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia implemented project “Strengthening social partnership in vocational education sector”, which aimed to strengthen and develop the National Vocational Council. Within the framework of the project, the Social Partnership Policy Document was developed. The agency’s Technical Support is important in terms of informal education recognition. For now, the ETF is involved in the process of preparing the EU's new sector support program and developing the Policy Matrix Document.	
Benefits: Cooperation with the agency contributes to the development of the education and training systems in Georgia.
Lead: Ministry of Education and Science
Agency’s website: http://www.etf.europa.eu/web.nsf/pages/home.


