EASO
European Asylum Support Office 
	(თავშესაფრის მინიჭების ევროპული სააგენტო)
Location: Valletta, Malta 
EASO is an agency of the EU and its mission is to contribute to the implementation of a Common European Asylum System by providing support and facilitating, coordinating and strengthening practical cooperation among Member States as an independent centre of expertise on asylum.
Tasks of the agency:
· Supports and stimulates the common quality of the asylum process;
· Organizes solidarity for Member States subject to particular migratory pressures;
· Coordinates all the activities under the EASO “Hotspot” Operating Plans;
· Shares and merges information, analyses and assessments at EU level.

Tangible contribution:

EASO is coordinating all the activities, supporting the registration, relocation, and further processing of applications of migrants. EASO’s added value: expertise, rapid assistance for countries facing migratory pressures, training and vital information relevant for the decision makers.
EASO provides different kinds of support, namely:
· Permanent support: supporting and stimulating the common quality of the asylum process through common training, common asylum training material, common quality and common Country of Origin Information (COI);
· Special support: tailor-made assistance, capacity building, relocation, specific support and special quality control tools;
· Emergency support: organizing solidarity for Member States subject to particular pressures by providing temporary support and assistance to repair or rebuild asylum and reception systems;
· Information and analysis support: sharing and merging information and data, analyses and assessments at EU level, including EU-wide trend analyses and assessments;
· Third-country (i.e. non-member country) support: supporting the external dimension of the Common European Asylum System, supporting partnerships with third countries to reach common solutions, including by capacity building and regional protection programmes, and coordinating Member States’ actions on resettlement.

Members: EU member states. 
Cooperation mechanisms with: open for the third countries.
Cooperation with Georgia/State of Play:
A letter of intent was sent to the EASO in 2014 with the aim to establish cooperation mechanism with the agency. In response, the agency suggested to hold a meeting at the level of technical experts for further discussions of the details of Georgia's request. Following the EASO suggestion, the Georgian side sent an invitation letter suggesting the visit of EASO experts to Georgia (19.11.2014).  There has been no follow-up in the following years. In 2017 Georgia re-commenced negotiations with the EASO through EU Delegation to Georgia with the intent to establish solid cooperation. With the support of International Centre for Migration Policy Development (ICMPD), the first meeting between Georgian asylum Officials and EASO Representatives was held in March 2018, at EASO Headquarters, Valetta, Malta. Parties agreed to continue negotiations on future cooperation.
Benefits:
Cooperation with EASO will support strengthening the Asylum System in Georgia. Sharing EASO's practice and experience is particularly important for Georgia in terms of obtaining information on country of origin and enhancing the capacity of the Asylum System in Georgia. The Georgian asylum specialists will also have the possibility to undergo the EASO training courses, to become national and regional trainers and to enhance qualification in the field of asylum.
Lead:
Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Accommodation and Refugees.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Agency’s website: https://www.easo.europa.eu/.



