EFCA
European Fisheries Control Agency
(ევროპის თევზის რეწვის კონტროლის სააგენტო)
Location: Vigo, Spain
EFCA is an agency of the European Union and its mission is to promote the highest common standards for control, inspection and surveillance under the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP).
Tasks of the agency:
· Puts together national means in an European project through the pooling of data and intelligence, joint risk analysis, coordination of control means and training of inspectors;
· Assists the European Commission by analysing catch certificates and processing statements received from third countries, in addition to background research on trade statistics, fleet composition, characteristics of the fishing industries, etc.;
· Assists Member States by providing hands-on training workshops and seminars on the implementation of the Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing Regulation;
· Establishes and develops a Core Curriculum for the training of Union inspectors, as well as for the fisheries inspectors of the Member States.

Tangible contribution:

EFCA promotes the highest common standards for the control, inspection and surveillance under the Common Fisheries Policy. EFCA was established to organise operational coordination activities by the Member States and to assist them to cooperate so as to comply with the rules in order to ensure its effective and uniform application. The added value of the work of the agency lies in its contribution to a European-wide level playing field for the fishing industry, so that European obligations are observed by everyone and everyone in the sector is treated equally, wherever they might be operating. Secondly, it contributes towards sustainable fisheries by enhancing compliance with existing conservation and management measures to the benefit of present and future generations.

Members: EU members states, European Commission.
Observers: The Mediterranean Advisory Council, North Western Waters Regional Advisory Council.
Cooperation mechanisms: open for the third countries.
Cooperation with Georgia/State of Play:
Cooperation between Georgia and the EFCA was launched in 2018, as EFCA introduced a new pilot project to prepare the establishment of a voluntary observation and inspection system in the Black Sea region. In order to discuss the agenda of the proposed pilot project and identify possible areas of cooperation,  Georgia-a cooperating non-contracting party to the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean, along with other countries from the Black Sea region participated in the meeting organised by EFCA at the head-office in January 2018 in Vigo, Spain. It was decided that under the project, EFCA will assist Georgia in enhancement of inspectors’ capacity, who supervise industrial fishing in the Black Sea. The dates of relevant trainings are not defined yet.
Benefits: Cooperation with EFCA will support  forming the program of veterinary control on fish farms, long-term strategy planning and to elaborate Standard Operational Procedure (SOP) in Georgia.
Lead: Ministry of Agriculture.
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