EUIPO
European Union Intellectual Property Office
(ევროპის ინტელექტუალური საკუთრების სააგენტო)

Location: Alicante, Spain
EUIPO is an agency of the EU and its mission is to offer intellectual property (IP) rights protection to businesses and innovators across the European Union (EU) and beyond. The agency manages the EU Trade Mark and Design rights, the Observatory on Infringements of Intellectual Property Rights and the Orphan Works Database.
Tasks of the agency:
· Administers two EU unitary IP rights: the European Union Trade Mark and the Registered Community Design;
· Hosts the European Observatory on Infringements of Intellectual Property Rights, which has responsibility for a wide range of tasks related to research, public awareness and supporting enforcement professionals;
· Cooperates with the national and regional intellectual property offices of the EU to build common tools and services for the users of the IP system, as well as with intellectual property offices worldwide, and with international organizations like the European Patent Office and the World Intellectual Property Organization.
Tangible contribution:
Large firms, small businesses and individuals alike choose the EU Trade Mark (EUTM) and the Registered Community Design (RCD), administered by EUIPO, to protect their intellectual property in the EU-28. EUIPO, through the European Observatory on Infringements of Intellectual Property Rights, supports policymaking with fact-based intelligence. This is aimed at raising awareness of the role of intellectual property in supporting jobs and economic growth and on the damages caused by counterfeiting. EUIPO manages the free, online searchable global databases, Inmview and Designview, which together contain over 65 million trademarks and designs. Through awareness activities EUIPO promotes the importance of intellectual property for citizens. The EUIPO works in partnership with national and regional EU intellectual property offices, user groups, the European Commission, the European Parliament and other international organizations.
Members: EU member states.  
Cooperation mechanisms:  open for the third countries.
Cooperation with Georgia/State of play:
Georgia started cooperation with the EUIPO in 2015 by signing a MoU. In the framework of bilateral cooperation with EUIPO, Sakpatenti (National Intellectual Property Center of Georgia) has integrated three tools, TMView, TM Class and Designview which were implemented in unprecedentedly short terms – seven months. Currently, Sakpatenti is working on implementation of other new seven tools. Mentioned process will benefit the user community both in the country and in the European Union.  Integration of Georgian databases enables foreign users to receive information on marks/designs registered in Georgia. Besides, by means of adding the Georgian language to the tools, it is possible to search for information using the Georgian interface. In this context, the offices facilitated the access of users to their trade mark records which simplifies the procedures. As a next step for further approximation of IP legislation in Georgia to new Trade Mark Directive, as well as for a proper interpretation and implementation of European Trademark and design regulations and guidelines there is a need to continue cooperation with EUIPO in the framework of EU funded project. 
The joint project has been developed by Sakpatenti and EUIPO. The project is applied for funding to DG NEAR. DG NEAR has not selected the relevant source of funding for Georgian Initiative yet.
Benefits: Cooperation with EUIPO is facilitating further development of the intellectual property system in Georgia and better fulfillment of obligations under the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement with the European Union (DCFTA).
Lead:  Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia/National Intellectual Property Center  - Sakpatenti.
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